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352 SPIRIT VOICES. Nov. and Dec, 
from the spint of the snow-drift. But such scenes, like the happy moments of our 
daily life, are evanescent, and soon are blighted by the chilling winds of Autumn. 
Let us turn away from the beauties of nature and look in once more upon Farmer 
Smith, and behold the peace and contentment that abides within that humble home. 
A model home, such as the king in his palace might envy. Here love reigned, and 
peace, such as “passeth all understanding,” found an abiding place. The log house 
was located on a hillside commanding an extensive and lovely view; a poet would 
have been charmed with the spot. In the distance stood the stately maples that for 
centuries had thrown their shadows over the vale below. A tiny brookiet wound its 
way through a soft green pasture making ever in the distance a narrow line kr still 


brighter verdure. 
We enter his humble home and we find it neatly yet simply furnished. And in 


the windows are choice wild-flowers, culled by tiny hands, which more than repaid 
for the care bestowed, by their fragrance and the loveliness of*9Eheir many forms 
and the delicacy of their tints. The occupants of the room are Mr. and Mrs. Smith, 
their five daughters, and baby brother. Let us look at Mr. Smith. He is of me- 
dium height, straight and well-proportioned, and his face is round and full and 
though tanned with the sun of many Summers, is full of expression. Mrs. Smith is 
seated near him in a low rocking chair, with one foot resting upon a stick of wood 
for a footstool, and her sweet babe is lying across her lap. Mrs. Smith has evident- 
ly endured much toil and exposure, as the traces of hardship are plainly depicted 
upon her otherwise beautiful face. When young she was considered the belle of the 
town, but married at eighteen, and being obliged to attend to manifold duties that 
devolve upon a farmer's wife, she had changed greatly. Such changes are discern- 
ible all around us in the different walks of our busy life. The lot of woman is hard 
even when her pathway is lightened by the influence of love. 

As we look over this family we notice that the oldest daughter, May, is very basy 
with her books, preparing to teach the summer school. Her education has been the 
best that the schools afforded in those days, so she was considered capable of filling 
in a satisfactory manner the position of school teacher. She was a lovely girl just 
blossoming into womanhood. She had inherited all the refinement of her noble 
mother, and physically speaking her features and her form were almost perfect. 
Her sisters were also fair and might have been called handsome. Susie and Anna 
were both busy at the wheel, while Bertha and Emma were occupied with their plap- 
houses on the floor. In fact, the whole family presented a picture of New England 
life such as was lived in the days of our grand-parents. Bat I must leave this scene 
where I would delight to linger, and relate other scenes and incidents of frontier life. 
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REAL LIFE IN THE SPIRIT-WORLD. 


ic record of actual experiences in spirit Te. given by the Guides o£ W. J. Corrie ¢ throech 
is mediumship.] 

Has ing been requested — not only by one but by many friends, not only in Eng- 
@ but wherever we have performed any amount of work — to give some practical 
personal account of experiences while passing out of the material body ond 
mediately upon entering spiritlife, we herewith append a brief narrative of the 
al sensations of one on whose trustworthiness we can rely, and whose narrative 
peals to us as of great interest and considerable importance, as it throws much 
sht upon a subject of the deepest interest to all reflective minds. 

wish it to be distinctly borne in mind by all readers, that the spirit who here 
Scribes his own sensations and experiences does not in any wary commit himself to 
Be supposition that the experiences of all spirits are similar to his own: and there 
e this little story of actual life is in no way intended to supplant or cast the slicht- 

es: E shad ow of discredit on any pablished or private account of spirit experiences. 
ff 3s only one spirit's contribution to a literature which possibly needs enrichment 
by the free introduction of such records, rather than by more controversy concerning 


CuHarPrER L— ThE CMN ca Dears. 
is is not a novel, and yet to the majority of readers, certainly to the bulk of 
| a Spiritualists, this little story will seem 2 romance. I hope those 
pe o think it such will read it 2s well 2s those who are disposed to regard it more 
pusly, as my object in writing is to inculcate truth solely. Ideas speak for them- 
Selves. and no matter in what dress they may be robed_ they penetrate their gar- 
a "nts, shining through the drapery of speech, enkindling responsive echoes im all 
minds who are in greater or lesser degree prepared to consider them. 
1 am a spirit; but so, my dear readers, are you. The difference between us is 
this: you still continue to dwell in a fleshy tabernacle, and I once dwelt in one ; bat 
while ago I cast it off, or rather, it was taken from me, and that bv means of 
what you call an accident. 

- I was drowned while rowing in a little boat in the neighborhood of Venice. I will 
ne descube to you much of my earthly life, for that was not singular, and vou are, I 
know, far to hear o£ my disembodiment and my experiences in a new- 
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„I was an Itali by parentage and birth, a native of Tuscany. My father before 


pe was ‘sine rer i all our family were musical. I raised my childish voice in song 
| many a church am | theatre before I had entered my teens, The entire duration 
my earthly He was twenty-three years, but we Italians mature early. under 
Dc of a southern sky. We soon ripen intellectually as well as 
a receptive as well as an emotional people, and when opportuni- 
aced in our way, we are not slow to take advantage of them. 
wages am of arts. I could converse with some degree of 
three la S, and could paint moderately well; bet 
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music was my forte and joy, and to excel in my profession I would have braved and 
risked everything. I had strong affections, and loved my mother dearly, though be- 
tween my father and myself only a very slender bond of sympathy existed. 

I tell you these few particulars of myself, that you may know a little of my charac- 
ter and disposition: and as I find no statement is truer than that so often reiterated, 
that character more than anything else shapes our destiny, my character and disci- 
pline while on earth have no doubt, to a considerable degree, occasioned and modi- 
fied my own peculiar experiences in spirit-life. 

Young, ardent, full of life and vigor, with a good flow of animal spirits, with many 
attractions to the material world, with high hopes and lofty ambitions, 1 was peremp- 
torily summoned to a life beyond the grave. You may be sure, as the love of life 
was strong in me — though I had no horror of death — I did not yield up my physi- 
cal form without an effort. The manner of my death was not very uncommon, but 
it was very sudden. I was taking a vacation during a portion of my last summer on 
earth, residing for a few weeks at a charming villa on the outskirts of Venice, and as 
is the custom in a city where the streets are canals, I very frequently betook myself 
to the water. I was a good rower, and could generally cruise, even in a pretty 
rough sea, without incurring danger, but on this particular occasion, when my earth 
life terminated, I know not how or why I suddenly lost all control of the oars ; my 
boat was capsized, and before I knew anything I was in the water. 

The sudden plunge into the cool, deep stream did not at all frighten me. I was a 
fair swimmer, not unaccustomed to being up to my neck, and often over head in 
water; still, I felt myself sinking. I had lost all power to battle with the current, 
and should certainly have been instantly drowned had not a fellow rower, a friend, 
who occupied a neighboring boat, come at once to my assistance, and dragged me 
forcibly out of the water. 

Though I recovered consciousness long enough to summon some friends around 
me, and arrange for the disposition of my worldly goods among those whom I was 
most anxious should possess them, the effects of my accident were such, that I knew 
from the first 1 should not and could not recover, and though very young and in the 
full tide of health, strength and growing popularity, I was not at all afraid to die. 

I cannot say I wished to go, neither did I dread or greatly shrink from the change 
most people instinctively dread so much. My life had been one in which the sweets 
of existence had preponderated over the bitters, and though the cup from which I 
drank was not always a flowing bowl, running over with the nectar the gods distil for 
their favorites on earth, it was so well supplied with the pleasures of existence, that 
were immortality a dream, and the life beyond the grave merely a shadow cast by 
fervid imagination, I should have no right to impugn at the bar of justice, or even 
mercy, the power which brought me into being. I was certainly endowed with a 
cheerful disposition. I could not have been contented with nothing, or even next to 
nothing, yet great and glorious wealth and estates I never coveted, and often felt 
how vastly superior is the Bohemian's simple life over that of the landed aristocracy 
and titled nobility, whose very gold seems to be cast in the form of bars to secure 
them in a sumptuous prison. 

My disposition was a curious one, that is to say, curiosity played a considerable 
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art in my make-up. Anything marvellous or unusual attracted me, I had a strong 
: notional nature and considerable love of sensation, thus I was not very consery- 
ve, neither was I aggressively radical in my opinions or behavior. I rejoiced in 
the conquests of freedom over tyranny. I could have fought with Garibaldi for the 
emancipation of Italy, and yet I did not Za/e the Vatican. I wanted freédom for 
myself and all others, and seeing so much restraint and narrow-mindedness all 
arc und me upon earth, I felt curious to know how matters stood in the Spirit-world 
vhich I was so early called to enter. 
— I may here say, that from childhood my native mediumistic powers had often 
asserted themselves, and frequently stood me in good stead. I was so intuitive and 
impressional that I could often read the thoughts of my companions, and know what 
they were doing hundreds of miles away. At such times I felt sure of immortality, 
and an insatiable longing possessed me, if only for a moment, to peer into the mys- 
teries of the Unseen Realm. 
I was therefore not very reluctant when straightway I was introduced to them, and 
found myself neither in one nor another of the four places to which the Church con- 
signs the whole human family. I had often wished to fly, now I was flying without 
wings or the aid of any machinery, and I was flying over my own body, and yet I 
had a body in which I flew. I put my hand to my face, and both were solid. I 
cannot tell you how actually real is the spirit-body, unless you know what it is to 
travel in your astral form, and leave your body peacefully reclining somewhere while 
. you gaze upon it as though it were some one else's. 
A charming sense of freedom was my first sensation, but soon afterwards a feeling 
of loneliness and fatigue oppressed me. I was not quite happy, and seemed like a 
child who had wandered away from home, overtaken by approaching darkness, and 
not knowing the way back, and I was in the strait of finding no one to interrogate. 
Then with marvellous distinctness my earthly life passed before me; and not only 
did I see myself as a boy and a young man but also as an infant, and distinctly did 
I remember how I felt as an infant. The whole of my life stood before me as a 
picture in which no one part stood out more vividly than all the others. Every inci- 
dent seemed fresh and present, time was gone. Distance had disappeared, and I 

was in a world where I lived and felt that it was impossible not to live. Still noth- 
| ing seemed past, and I had no intimations of a future. My life and myself were one. 
I was mylife and my life was me. Every action was a member of myself and 
formed a part of me. 

I need not tell you that this absolute revelation of one's self to one's self is not 
altogether consolatory or satisfying, and as I know you must all endure it sooner or 
later, the EM It warn you to be careful how you live, for you are Dex yourselves, 


L 


aod introspection continued so long as to almost alarm me. I be- 
old and hungry and sadly in need of rest, and above all things I desired 

ship of some living thing; the society of any creature would have been 
ost welcome. Soon I felt a consciousness of something near me, 
) closer, and I prayed fervently that some one might be guided to me 
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whose speech I could understand and who would assist me to procure at least the 
necessaries of which I stood in need. 

Just as the night seemed closing in, a bright, beautiful little boy stood beside me, 
whom I at once recognized as a little fellow I had been kind to at Cordova. On 
one occasion I was singing at a theatre there, and a little boy, far too young to be 
alone and unprotected, fell through a trap-door which had been carelessly left open 
on the stage, and he was picked up so wounded and stunned that he could not an- 
swer a question as to where he lived. I instantly took charge of him, took him home 
with me, and tended him night and day till he passed out of his poor little suffering 
earthly body. He was very patient, docile and clever, and whenever he was not in 
pain extremely interesting. He had a winsome countenance, well-bred manners and 
a precocious talent for music and acting. He must have made a fortune had he 
lived to acquire celebrity. I learned from him during the three weeks through which 
he lingered, that both his parents had died of fever within a few weeks of each other, 
and had left him a penniless orphan to battle with the world as best he could. He 
grew to love me devotedly, and I reciprocated fully his affection, and cried like a 
child when I saw his little body buried. He seemed to suffer very little while I was 
with him, and he passed away in my arms one beautiful summer evening, with the 
words on his lips, * When I go to Paradise, I shall sit all day watching for you at 
the gate, that whenever you come you may find your little Fernando ready to serve 
you.” He would never treat me as anything other than a superior being. He said 
God was kind, and I was the only person who had ever been kind to him, so I must 
be a son of God. I believe he thought I was some great personage on earth. He 
would lie awake and look at me with eyes full of mingled love and adoration until I 
felt utterly ashamed of myself for being no nearer what the child thought me than I 
really was. But I was always tender and good to him; I do not say this to praise 
myself; I do not speak of it as of anything meritorious; I could not help it: he 
touched my heart, and I was the one person and the only one from whom he seemed 
able to derive any comfort or relief. When I was compelled to leave him he would 
try not to cry, but the tears filled his eyes, and when I came back he looked wan 
and haggard and seemed frightened, As soon as I returned he would kiss me and 
go at once to sleep, and sleep all night if I was only with him. He died without 
effort in my arms, pressed close to my breast, breathing out his whole soul in grati- 
tude and prayers for my welfare. He never thought of himself. 

It was not surprising then that he should be the first to meet me in the Spirit-world. 
He had redeemed his promise. He had never forgotten or lost sight of me, his only 
friend and benefactor, while I had never been of so much service to any other crea- 
ture, and none had loved me so dearly as he. He was scarcely eight years old when 
he left the earth, three years before myself, and looked scarcely any older or larger 
when I met him in spirit; but so healthy, bright and blooming, it would have done 
your hearts good to have seen him, He declared he loved me still, and more than 
ever, and that ever since he had been in Spirit-life, he had been working very hard 
to prepare a home where we might live together. He said he could not find his 
parents, and he had seen no one in Spirit-life except an old music-master who gave 
him lessons on the organ and helped him to cultivate his voice. 
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And then he sang to me a song of such exquisite sweetness, the memory of it will, 
1 am sure, remain with me forever. I did not dare to try to raise my voice, I knew 
it could only sound harsh as a raven's croak or a rook's caw by the side of that 
heavenly melody. As he sang he breathed upon my eyes, and they gradually 
opened. I was no longer in the dark, but in the midst of a most luxuriant country. 
Corn - fields were waving, vineyards yielded a rich profusion of delicious grapes, 
rivers were gliding by, and all things seemed happy and glad, endowed with peren- 
nial youth and beauty. But I saw no one except my little friend, who, though he 
seemed to have outgrown his blind idolatry, still treated me as though I were an 
angel with whom he was on terms of friendship. 

I followed him without difficulty to a beautiful grotto, fashioned naturally in a rock, 
from which soft music came. Everything was musical about us, and my companion, 
Who was now my guide and teacher, told me we were in the Musician's Heaven, but 
only at its threshold. Language would utterly fail me were I to endeavor to describe 
the beauty of this home to which I was led. Everything was fashioned with the 
. utmost care and arranged with superb taste. Here my little friend abode alone, 
quite untended and yet fearless and contented, always expecting and preparing for 
my arrival. 

He told me that in Spirit-life spirits cannot live together unless they love each other, 
and that when they try to do so they are driven apart like metals which are not affin- 
ities. Our beings seemed at once to coalesce. An influence went forth from him 
that permeated every fibre of my body, and he told me the force which I generated 
Supplied him with the one necessity to complete strength and happiness which he 
had hitherto lacked. 

Offering me delicious fruits, of which I eagerly partook, and magnetizing me gently 
as I reclined on a soft luxuriant couch he lulled me quickly to sleep, and as I passed 
into dreamland I heard his voice singing still more sweetly and clearly than before. 

As its charming notes died on the breeze, I passed into a slumber sweeter and deeper 
than any I had previously imagined, and yet it was a conscious sleep. I knew that 
I slept. I rested absolutely, and was consciously capable of enjoying my repose. 
How long I remained in that refreshing and serene condition I cannot tell. When 
I awoke Fernando was still siting beside me, and as soon as I was fully awake, he 
again gave me fruits and begged me to arise and follow him out to see something of 
the natural scenery with which we were surrounded, 

Here in this wonderful world, which seemed like fairyland in beauty though quite 
solid and substantial, we roamed together over hill and dale. We rowed in swift 
gondolas down the eddying currents which took their rise in the far hills I could just 
discern in the distance. I could only see a faint outline of their shapes, while my 
companion saw beyond them, so he told me, and gave me thrilling descriptions of 
the brighter sphere which lay beyond them. He told me we were in the first divis- 
ion n of the Musician's Heaven attached to the earth, and that there were seven divis- 

5 eaven, or as you might say seven distinct heavens, as there are seven 
' uos scale. Our experience in the first division would end when we 
e mountains and pass through them without their offering any resist- 
Ir p sage, as those solid, apparently granite elevations, were built up of 
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the thought substance that was travelling towards us from those in the higher state, 

I could see nothíng whatever beyond the mountains, though my little guide de- 
clared them to be transparent to his vision. He had suffered more than I: his was 
the riper mind, the more unfolded spirit, and when I was listening to the words of 
wisdom which fell from his lips, I realized for the first time what the Gospel means 
when it tells us to become as little children. In a moment all my past theories, the 
result of earthly relationships and limitations, were overthrown, and the luminous 
glory of a new spiritual revelation swept over me, bathing my whole being in its re- 
fulgence. 

Coincident with this quickening of my own powers of spiritual perception, I ob- 
served the presence of a tall and venerable man gliding towards us through the at- 
mosphere. He was proceeding in the direction from which I felt the breeze from 
the mountains, Quiet, calm, resolute, firm, yet kind, he answered fully to my ideal 
of a perfect teacher. This was the one whom Fernando had mentioned to me as the 
old music-master. He and Fernando never forgot their relations as master and 
pupil, but there was evidently between them a deep bond of affection: parental on 
one hand and filial on the other. 

For the moment I was almost awestruck in presence of so majestic and wise a per- 
sonage, but I was quickly reassured as the venerable face bent down towards me 
and breathed a blessing which Fernando translated to me. Then his lips moved in 
song, and Fernando answered him in song also, They seemed to be practising an 
intricate melody. Fernando's clear, bell- like tones I could hear distinctly, and every 
note pierced me like a spark of fire which seemed at once to purify and warm me, 
and to arouse my intellect from the quiescent condition into which it had fallen; but 
the Master’s voice I could not hear at all, and the boy, I noticed, would often stretch 
forward and listen with great intentness lest he should lose a note, The voice I 
could not hear because it sang in registers beyond my aural compass: the vibrations 
it caused could not make any impressions on the drum of my ear, and my brain was 
not highly developed enough to realize that sounds were being produced. I could, 
however, see the motion of the lips, and the air was gently stirred around me. 

While they were rehearsing their song, entirely new ideas concerning music came 
into my mind, and I began to understand what had always seemed an impenetrable 
mystery to me: how Beethoven could compose perfect melodies and yet be deaf, 
My eyes began to do duty instead of my ears, and I saw color instead of hearing 
sounds, still I Jost much by my obtuseness as regards hearing; for when Fernando 
sang I could both hear and see, but I saw nothing when he sang till I had first come 
under the influence of his teacher's spirit, I then was having a lesson, and though 
I seemed to be but a silent listener and spectator, I was in school and drinking in 
knowledge in some subtle and mysterious way entirely foreign to the methods of the 
schools on earth. 

The lesson and practice seemed to last but a very short time, but long enough to 


lll me with new, strange and delightful emotions, and to force me when the teacher 
had left us, after again blessing me, to ask Fernando no end of questions about the 
n ovel mode of instruction, by means of which I had just felt myself so greatly bene- 


ited, - These e questions and the answers penu 26 will be the subject of 
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xt communication. I have given you in this opening chapter of m y experiences 
glimpse of the life I have now been living for over twenty years of earthly 
nd if I can proceed with my story, I am sure I shall be able to clear up some 
es which beset many an anxious inquirer concerning our homes and activities 
e Spheres of Spirit, which are directly and intimately connected with the outer 
and its inhabitants, 
esson I learned on my first introduction to this new-found realm of existence, 
‘ou will all do well to remember and profit by: it is the important and ever- 
truth, that those who give us pleasure and help us forward in the life after 
b, are those whom we have served and helped on earth. Had I left a poor little 
lo starve and die in his affliction, instead of tending him and helping to smooth 
hway to the tomb, I might have been alone and friendless when I found my- 
beyond the gates of death. How sweet it is and yet how solemn, when we real- 
hat as we have done unto others so will others do unto us. Here is the moral 


ny first chapter. 
(To be continued.) 


THE ANNALS OF THE TLASKANS, OR THE HISTORY OF TLAS- 
7 KANATA. 


WRITTEN BY GEO, A. FULLER, UNDER SPIRIT CONTROL, 


L CHAPTER IX. (Conduded.) 


E —4075, A. Z. Ansatlquin Son of Chionlan, ruled sixty-three years, He was 
a very ignorant man. Although king of the Tlaskans he was not free, for his actions 
re all controlled by the priesthood, He tried hard to please all, and at heart was a 
good man. In the year 4051 a vast army from the north-west came pouring in upon 
‘the kingdom. Ansatlquin by advice of the priesthood, collected a large army and 
met the invading forces near Tseatlque, and after a bloody encounter, succeeded in 
d riving them away from Tlaskan territory. But the Leuntels retreated only to gather 
re-inforcements, and then marched back to Tseatlque to continue the combat. After 
three days of hard fighting the city fell into the hands of the enemy. Then a part 
of the army marches forth even to the gates of Thalomque where another battle 
occurs. Here the Leuntels are forced to retreat to Tseatlque, which they still hold, 
From this point, which is held as a centre of activities, this race wages continual 
warfare with the Tlaskans. They, from time to time, receive re-inforcements from 
the north-west, and slowly encroach by conquest upon the Tlaskans territory, For 
_ town after town and city after city falls into their hands. Wheresoever they gain a 
eee eee religion of Tlaskans and supplant it with their own, a rude, 
‘worship. Thus gradually both the temporal and spiritual power of 
iesthood is destroyed. Theontque is the second city conquered ; 
Neontque, and Leront, and after many years of warfare Thalom- 
p puce race falls into their hands. And in the last battle 
Ansatlquen falls. 

—— kingdom and thus fell the new order of Zertoulem. 
"untels supplanted the religion of Zertoulem with their own, they did 
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not seek to destroy the sacred writings of the nation. The people were all made 
: slaves. Their condition was but a little worse than when under the priesthood. 
ly Yet before the conquest there was a little spark of liberty, a faint, yet unexpressed 
hope that the nation some day might be free from inhuman rulers and priestly design- 
ers. But now all hope was gone and the people without hardly a murmur of com- 
plaint submitted heroically to their destiny. Although in public they were forced to 
worship the new deities of their conqueror, yet in private the religion of their fathers 
was kept alive; and there was born among this enslaved race a new order of Zertou- 
lemites like unto the one of old, and all its meetings were kept a profound secret, 
Although all hope of ever gaining their freedom was gone, yet this indomitable race 
would ever be alert for an opportunity that might bring once more the power into 
their hands. They could endure from the hands of their own countrymen almost 
any conceivable kind of treatment, but they would not submit to foreign rule, even if 
it were seasoned with justice and mercy, if an avenue of escape should present 
itself. 

Thus as the dark night of slavery settled down upon them, and faith and hope had 
fled, the children of Omn and Tha, were busy laying the foundation of a government 
they could not have imagined would ever be their destiny to enjoy. Let us drop the 
curtain npon them and thus cover all their hopes and fears and turn to the race now 
in power, and trace as briefly as possible the course of events. 


THE "RIGHTS" OF WOMEN. 
THE NEW DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, 


We have for a long time been looking for the new Declaration of Independence. 

Our spirit guides informed us that it would surely be given to the world and through 

the hand of woman, We fondly hoped that it would be given through some of the 
members of the N. D. C., and have waited with great impatience to receive it; but it 
appears that it is otherwise ordered, and that the /rzz Declaration comes this time 

from the extreme “West.” We hail it with joy, and hope that it will be thus received 

by all our journals devoted to placing women upon an equality with man in every 
respect. The following was clipped from the * Golden Gate," and we can say that 
Y we give every word of it our unqualified endorsement. One thing is certain, the 


d loag looked for millennium can never come upon earth until woman is made the , 
p equal of man, i f 
v No wonder that she is placed beside the broken column in our Masonic mysteries. Ir 


1S HER PLACE, and will be until she is restored to her place upon the top of the restored 
E. column as she is represented in the higher degrees of Masonery. Our place as workers 
_ . for the redemption of man is with the weakest, and the weakest party just now is 
m ‘woman. We were early shown our work in this direction and are now putting forth 
our voice for * equal rights for all." We believe that the person who was influenced 
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the human race from disease and physical death. We have more to say 
subject in future numbers of Sprrir Voices, 


sn in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people, or sex, 
to the political level of another, and to assume among the powers of the 

e equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, 

t respect for the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the 
hich impel them to the proposed action. 

hold these truths to be self-evident: That all men and women are created 

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that 

these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness: that to secure these rights 


ge of government, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its 
in such form, as shall seem to them most likely to effect their safety and 
ess. All experience hath shown that women are more disposed to suffer, 
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which 
“are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
riably the same object, holds them under a political despotism, it is their right, 
d it becomes their duty, to throw off such goverment and to provide new guards 
their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of the women of the 
hited States, and such is now the necessity which constrains them to demand an 
ation in the system of goverment which imposes laws and penalties upon one- 
of a sovereign people without according the right to personal representation. 
history of men’s governing power in these United States is a history of repeated 
Mjuries and usurpation, resulting in the establishment of an absolute despotism 
Over the women of these States, to whom is denied all choice but submission. To 
prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world: 

Our brother man has refused to pass or assent to laws the most wholesome and 
necessary for the public good, and has utterly neglected measures of vital importance 
to the people at large. : d 
Fe has refused to pass laws for the personal representation of over twenty millions 
of women — a right inestimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has subjected us to a jurisdiction foreign to the spirit of freedom and denounced 
by laws of his own making. 

For imposing taxes on us without our consent: i 
For depriving us, in all instances, of the right of trial by a jury of our peers: 
For declaring himself invested with the power to legislate for us in all cases what- 
Soever: 
For robbing us of the control of two-thirds of the property rightfully belonging to 
us in case of widowhood, and controlling our entire earnings while married: 
He has made us political, financial and personal nonentities. 
Professing the utmost regard for us, he nevertheless classes us in the legal and 
political category with criminals, insane persons, children, idiots and Chinamen. 

- He has given our colored brethren the same power to impose taxes upon us with- 
our | ent that he has usurped for himself. 

domestic insurrection among us by depriving us of the control of 
when married. 
us the right to offer testimony before the courts in cases wherein 
the interested parties. 
these oppressions we i pon for redress in the most 
t our repeated petitions have been answered by repeated injuries. 
whose character is thus marked by every act chick nay define a 
rule over a free people. 

z a £ 


I" ' 
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Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our voting brethren, We have warned 
them from time to time of attempts by their Legislatures, both State and Vederal, to 
extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us, We have appealed to their native er 
tice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kite 
dred to disavow these usurpations which inevitably tend to work hardships upon us 
without benefit to themselves, They have been deaf to the voice of consanguinity 


E ; 
© protest against class legislation in all forms; and especially do we protest 
against such legislation as tends to the building up of an aristocracy of sex, 

We, therefore, representatives of the politically unrepresented women of the 
United States of America, in general conference assembled, appealing to the 
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name and 

the authority of the good women of these States, solemnly publish and declare 

women are and of LA ought to be FREK AND INDEPENDENT ; that all political 
distinctions between us and the other sovereign people of this nation ought to be 
| wholly abolished; that we ought to be recognized as colaborers with themselves 
| 
| 


with equal right with them to aid in levying war, concluding peace, contracting alli- 
ances, establishing commerce, and engaging ín all other acts in which independent 

may of right engage, And for the support of this declaration, with a firm re 
lance upon Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our for 
tunes and our sacred honor,—(Golden Gate, 


Tu Golden Gate (San Francisco) reports Mgr, Capel as saying 


| “ With those vene ones (that is, the souls in heaven and in purgatory) we (the 
Catholic Church) hold close intimate relations," 


The same paper comments as follows — 
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j perfection [/ 
J tory if you choose to call it by that word,” To us it seems absurd for one c pene 


from all who would commune with Heaven, She never can gain again the hold she [ 
exercised in the past over the minds of men, When the star of frecthought appeared — 
in the Western her glory began to wane, and ere long she must get in js 


night of her own se ignorance, 


Iw the Phrenologleal Journal for October, we find recorded a very interesting — 
vision, It reads as follows: x 
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EB 


D 4 É my 

y Es little ed end perhaps startled, I got up and went to the glass, but 
m "Masa "S Lying down, I saw it again, but noticed that one of the faces 
p on isi the other, and had a blood stain on it, When my wife came in I told 
A 1 - 3 — p^ who had great faith ín signs, and generally attached some 
neat hem, said, It means you will be elected to a second te 

live through ít, " y md term, but will not 


We quote from Spiritual Stray Leaves by Peary Mans, with a heathen prayer, and 
Ask our readers to note the difference petween this and the average Christian prayer, 
“My prayer is that I may really be possessed of the suffering of all, that we may be 
free from it,” No selfishness here, but instead, the manifestations of a spirit of 


eM-sacrifice, 


— ͤ — 


To Wo, Temurrouy belongs the credit of leading the sisterhood of States 
and the step-sisterhood of Territories in awarding the female teachers equal salaries 
with male teachers of the same grade, The just, yet chivalrous, because novel, ex 

of the frontier has now been emulated jv the municipal authorities of Omaha, 
Nebraska, and the Woman's Journal s naturally elated and encouraged, Here in 
the East a taint of Oriental barbarism lingers in our habit of discriminating against 
women, even when they render services fully equal if not superior to those of male 
competitors, Service should be the criterion, irrespective of sex— N, Y, Daily 
Graphic, Friday, August 25, 


— Fuou the New York Truth Seeker we cip the following passage, which, ín itself is 
a sad commentary upon the creeds of Christendom : 


A Baw Francisco says that not long ago a lady of San Francisco was sud- 
denly overwhelmed E Dee, crushing affliction, 8 like a thunderbolt 
«d her, for a time threatened her life, Wer son, and only child, had gone on a 
$ business journey, expecting soon to return, Budden and fatal illness overtook 
him, and a brief telegram announced the dreadful tidings to his heart-broken mother, 
"Phe terrors of the Calvinistic creed, in which she had been brought up, and accord- 
ing to which, as she well knew, there was no hope of future happiness for the uncon- 
verted young man, added peur to her agonizing grief over hís death, until her 

friends feared that her reason, if not her life, would be destroyed, A lady friend, 
who had sympathized deeply with and vainly sought to console her, informed Colonel 
Ingersoll, mi begged him, if possible, to write something which might at least re- 
lieve in a measure the terrible apprehension as to the fate of her son, under which 
she was suffering, The following is his letter; — 


“My Dean Mapam; Mrs, C, has told me the sad story of your almost infinite 
sorrow, Y am not foolish 8 to suppose that I can say or do anything to lessen 

our great grief, your anguish for his loss; but maybe I can say something to drive 
z the fiend of fear —fear for him, If there is a God, let us be- 
good, and if he is good, the good have nothing to fear, 1 have been 


rom your poa 
hat he is 
) son was kind and rous ; that he was filled with charity and sym- 


lieve th 


1 
Em 


endless pain upon your worst enemy, 1s God worse than you? 
to see a viper forever, Is it possible that God will 
pain? Nothing can be more monstrously 


mr son was kind he will natu 


Z " 
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absurd and cruel. The truth is, that no human being knows anything of what is be- 
yond the grave. If nothing is known, then it is not honest for any one to pretend 
that he does know. If nothing is known, then we can hope only for the good. If 
there be a God your boy is no more in his power now than he was before his death — 
no more than you are at this moment. Why should we fear God more after death 
than before? Does the feeling of God toward his children change the moment they 
die? While we are alive they say God loves us; when will he cease to love us? 
True love never changes. I beg of you to throw away all fear. "Take counsel of 
our own heart. If God exists, your heart is the best revelation of him, and your 
heart could never send your boy to endless pain. After all, no one knows. The 
ministers know nothing. All the churches in the world know no more on this sub- 
ject than the ants on the anthills. Creeds are good for nothing except to break the 
hearts of the loving. Let us have courage. Under the seven-hued arch of hope let 
the dead sleep. I do not pretend to know, but I do know that others do not know. 
Listen to your heart, believe what it says, and wait with patience and without fear for 
what the future has for all. If we get no comfort from what people know, let us 
avoid being driven to despair by what they do not know. I wish I could say some- 
thing that would put a star in your night of grief —a little flower in your lonely 
path— and if an unbeliever has such a wish, surely an infinitly good being never 


made a soul to be the food of pain through countless years. 
* Sincerely yours, R. G. INGERSOLL.” 


This letter, says the San Francisco paper, was in a good measure effective. On 
reading it," the lady wrote, *the first peace I had known — real peace — since the 
terrible blow came to me,” What a commentary on Calvinism! Crazed by the 
thoughts inspired by Christian teachings, the stricken mother finds consolation in 
the words of one who disbelieves in the God she has all her life feared. Surely it is 
humanity triumphing over religion. 


Our esteemed contemporay, the Banner of Light, is always on the side of justice, 
and its editor is the warm friend of our much wronged Indian brothers and sisters. 
We would beg leave to quote the following editorial in full: — 


Senator Dawes brings the charge openly against Congress that it has not only de- 
prived the Chippewa Indians of the lands set apart to them by a solemn national 
covenant, giving them barren and undesirable lands in return, but that it has now 
covered their lands with an overflow of water by the erection of government works 
designed to benefit rich mill owners and lumbermen, refusing to make the Indians 
any recompense for their loss, and leaving them in a state of destitution. The 
Chippewas are a peaceable tribe, and formerly were abundantly able to support 
themselves. ‘They are located in North Minnesota. Congress has been erecting 
storage reservoirs on the upper Mississippi River, and a commission was appointed 
to award suitable damages to:the Chippewas for the overflow of their lands in con- 
sequence of the construction of the government works. An award that was as far as 
possible from the facts was rejected, and another Commission appointed that should 
act more fairly. The latter made a meagre award down, and the sum of $29,800 
annually for the support of these fifteen hundred Chippewas, who had been driven 
from their homes, But although the Commissioner has continued to urge the pay- 
ment of the award, Congress has done nothing about it and the Chippewas are with- 
out both food and shelter in consequence. ‘They will surely perish unless an active 
benevolence shall provide for them before winter's cold sets in. The blame rests 


wholly on Congress. 
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D. B. G. Dfparhuent. 


EQUAL WAGES. 
BY JAMES A. BLISS. 
THE N. D. C. “AXE LAID AT THE ROOT OF THE ‘SOCIAL EVIL’ TREE." 


“That she is entitled to equal wages with man when she performs the same work."—O/ec£s Wa- 
tional Developing Circle. 


There is a radical reformation in the direction of compensation for woman’s work 
that the National Developing Circle propose to inaugurate at an early day. We be- 
- lieve that the “ social evil” can be entirely rooted out of society if every woman is 
allowed to receive just compensation for daily labor performed by her. It is a 
common thing now for our daily newspapers to insert advertisements in their 
columns, offering young ladies situations in stores and offices for which the paltry 
sum of from two to three dollars per week is offered as a salary. Very often the 
answers to such advertisements are received that can be counted by hundreds. If a 
young lady has just graduated from school, and is fortunate enough to have parents 
that can afford to give her board and lodging, possibly she can clothe herself upon 
the salary paid her by her employer; but on the other hand, suppose she is an or- 
phan, or that her parents have labored under the iron hand of poverty to give her an 
education and are obliged to educate younger children in the family, what then? It 
will cost the young lady all that she receives to pay her board, and “ poor living " at 
that; and what, pray, is to provide her with decent, not to say fashionable clothing, to 
appear at the store or office of her employer? 
Young ladies of to-day possess a certain amount of pride, and love to dress as 
well, even if they are poor, as their more fortunate sisters. This pride is not to be 
condemned, or should not be at any rate. Now we ask, what shall our poor sisters 
and daughters do for their clothes? Their wages have been spent for food ; pride 
will not down under any condition. What shall they do? Get married? Some young 
ladies of the present day will reply to that proposition that they are not desirous of 
changing their condition in that way. They have not met the man that they dare 
risk their life's happiness with. What, then, shall be done? What is being done by 
thousands of our girls that would not be done if they received proper compensation 
for labor performed ? 
We claim that nine-tenths of the women that walk the streets of all our large cities 
and towns have been first compelled to do so through necessity, and we further 
lay the responsibility of their downfall directly to the door of rich men that have 
employed these women at starvation prices. The temptations in the path of the 
young and innocent girls are many, and where want and starvation stare them in 
e they are more likely to fall an easy prey to the beings that are ever teddy to 
y them, body and soul. It it a well-known fact, that if a woman * falls " she 
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matter how many flattering prospects have been held out to her by her seducer, if 
she becomes the victim and yields to temptation, she is Vos? forever. No matter, 
where she goes her (?) sin is sure to find her out. Her downward career is rapid, 
and from bad to worse she goes, until she is only to happy to end her sorrows by her 
own hand. 

Side by side with intemperance, this crying evil stands, carrying annually to dis- 
honored graves thousands of the fairest and by nature the best women of our land, 
and to the door of man is laid the main cause of her downfall, because he has with- 
held from her just recompense for services rendered. 

We do not deny that some women adopt a life of shame from choice; but the 
number of such is very small. We believe, also, that there are thousands of poor 
but virtuous working girls that in spite of all their hardships, that will do anything 
honorable even though they work into the small hours of the morning to maintain 
their honor and virtue. We do not wish it understood that we are claiming that a// 
our girls are bad, no, no! far from it. We know how hard they labor and we know 
how many ways they contrive to make over clothes to appear “ decent” in. We 
appeal to those that employ our girls, to do their part in throwing every safeguard 
around the “ weaker sex” by raising their present wages so that when they perform 
the same labor as man that they shall receive equal wages. 

Itis argued by some that our girls ought to go into kitchens and do housework. 
Well, that will do for some of them that enjoy good health, but there are thousands 
that are not physically strong enough to do this kind of work. "These should not be 
obliged to do it, but should have work assigned to them that they are by nature 
fitted to perform. 

No man would think of harnessing a race-horse into a coal-cart, nor a coal-cart 
horse into a gig; neither should a delicately organized young lady, especially fitted 
by nature and education for store or office work, go into a kitchen to perform the 
work of a stronz Irish girl. 

We believe it is easier to prevent wrongs, rather than try to correct them after 
they have been committed. We cannot believe that all the employers of young 
ladies wilfully wish to see them depart from a life of virtue, and we further believe 
all true men will do all they can to correct the great injustice of which we complain. 
It may be urged by some that there is now so much competition in trade that the 
employer cannot pay wages that are just and live. Then we would say, for Heaven's 
sake make a break somewhere, and by united effort in the cause of virtue, raise the 
prices of goods until you can afford to pay just wages. If you fail in this, change 
your business and do something else where you will not be the means of destroying inno- 
cence, 

Women can do more in this reform than men ; they can use their influence with 
their husbands in the home circle; they can form societies for the prevention of 
crime rather than societies that are useless to the “fallen ” after crime has been 
committed. We know our voice in this direction is feeble but we would be false 
to our mission if we did not enter our protest against this crying evil, 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DEVELOPING MEDIUM OF THE NA- 
TIONAL DEVELOPING CIRCLE. 


HEADQUARTERS N. D. C., U. S. or N. A., 
3 Ocr, 16th (1885), N. P. C. Year a. 


To the Officers and Members of the N. D. C., Greeting: 


One year has passed since the birth of the N. D. C. Movement, and it becomes 
my duty to make an Annual Report of the work that has been accomplished. I am 
so worn out with hard work that I must be excused from making lengthy, detailed 
statements. ‘The movement commenced without a penny, and has been successfully 
carried on to date upon the funds raised by membership fees, contributions, and 
subscriptions to our loved exponent, SPIRIT Voices. 

By examination of the following Financial Reports of the Receipts and Expend- 
itures, you will find our exact financial standing. Hundreds of circles have been 
organized all over our land, and many hundreds of mediums have been developed by 
becoming members of the N. D. C., and receiving its powerful developing influences. 

Spirit Voices has now reached its eleventh number, and has never failed to 
reach its subscribers monthly before the month upon which it was issued closed. 
The N. D. C. is now in debt $337.15 for printing bills and rent. I most earnestly 
appeal to the liberal members of the N. D. C. for immediate help, by contributions, 
to clear up this old debt of the year, that we may stand square with the world. 

Unless our members respond to this call at once we will be under the necessity of 

temporarily suspending our magazine, for I am determined that this work shall 

stand clear of debt. If we are obliged to temporarily suspend Spirir Voices it 

will only be for such a length of time that the debt can be cleared by future N. D. C. 

membership fees, subscriptions to magazine, and contributions from members. 
Those that “love the appearing” of Spirit Voices every month should bear the above 

in mind. Personally, I am laboring hard night and day, contributing every dollar I 
can obtain honorably to sustain the work; but the burden is heavy, when carried by 
myself and a few other liberal friends. I do not feel that this is a begging appeal, 
but that I shall only be obliged to let our members know of the danger of the sus- 
pension of Spirit Vorces and they will immediately respond liberally to the call for 
help. 

Spirit VorcEs should be published weekly instead of monthly, and I promise, if 
the debt is cleared before Jan. rst, 1886 (N. D. C. Year 2), that it shall be published 
weekly, on and after that date. This would necessitate a change of form from a 
magazine to a four or eight-page paper. 

Since the summer months have closed, the membership has gradually increased, 
and I have great hopes of the future. 

N ibt the death-blow aimed at the N. D. C., in the shape of charges that our 
nt was inspired by Jesuit spirits, temporarily injured it; but since the time 
charge was made, we have had ample n to prove its entire falsity 

every respect. 
The N. . D. C. movement is a distinct movement, rejecting only error and receiv- 


* 
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ing truth from any and every source from whence it comes. It recognizes all 
“isms” and creeds in the world where they claim that “the world is my country and 
to do good my religion ; " also the honest endeavor of all religions upon earth to ar- 
rive at truth, no matter how they obtain it in the end. It will not “down” at the 
bidding of bigots, be they Christians or Spiritualists. It recognizes the right of man 
to *know himself," and claims direct inspiration, through mediumship, from the 
Grand Architect of the Universe. It recognizes man as the Son of God and that 
he (man) is the noblest work of God in the Universe. 

It is but an act of justice, before I close this report, to notice the liberality of 
Messrs. COCHRANE & Co., our printers, for the interest they have shown in our work, 
and the confidence they have manifested in the N. D. C. movement, by becoming 
its creditors for so large an amount of money. Every member should appreciate it, 
even as I do, and feel it their duty to assist in clearing up this just debt. 

The work of another year is before us. May we be sustained in the future, as 
we have been in the past, is my most earnest prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
James A. Briss, 9 
Developing Medium, 
NY Dy C: of U. S. of N. A. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES OF THE NATIONAL DEVELOPING CIRCLE U. S. or N. A., FROM 
Ocr. 16th, N. D. C. YEAR 1 (1884), to OCT. 16th, N. D. C. YEAR 2 (1885). 


RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURES. 

1885, , 1885. 

Oct. 16. Membership fees to date, i . $859.45 | Oct. 16. As per Report Dec. 31, 1884, $159.12 
Li Spirit Voices — d 8 Feb. 1, 1885, 196.18 
iy r inchs cons. «  GOMOF S CUEBRE Y LAS B O 98 278.17 

Advertisements, “ . 8 66.78 ; ae SADALI 9 . . 235.90 
a Collections,—Sunday Circles, A 74-89 From April 1 to Oct. 16, “ 4 : 964.62 
ae Postage stamps sold, . . > . 5.00 
My Contributions— 
As per Dec. 31 Report, 8 10.98 
"ab. okie 4. * , 19.50 
"AVENUE al : - : 4.00 
E. Apilan TEN 1,00 
A. Page, . 2 x . M s 24 
II. Sanders, Savapnah, Ga., e 5.00 
Calvin Rumrill, . : SM. . 5.00 
Mrs. A. E. Batchelder, s " 11,00 
TAS BIN, S. cio Si 105.45 
$1833.96 $1833.96 
Dest. 
Oct. 16. Owe Cochrane & Co., . E k + $292.15 
* Mrs. Bliss, Rent from June 10, '85, 
to Sept. 21, 885, ^ 45.00 
$337.1 
On Temple at Rindge, N. H.,, 222 
$367.15 
N. D. C. TEMPLE AT RINDGE, N. H.—RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 
RECEIPTS. i EXPENDITURES. 
Oct. 16,88. Cash contribut’ns, rent of Temple, &c., $209.11 | Oct. x6,'8s. Lumber, labor, insurance, & . — $465.85 
Contribution, James A, Bliss, 256.77 
$465.85 $465.85 


Dest. 
Balance Cleveland bill. Sto. oo 
Jaques bill, e " . 20.00 


$310. 
Valuation of N. D. C. Temple and land, $515.85, subject 
to debt of $30.00. : 
[Our exchanges will do us a great favor if they will give the above a place in their columns, and 


we will gladly reciprocate any time called upon by them for the same space.—ED.] 
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CONVERSATION UPON DEVELOPMENT OF MEDIUMSHIP. 


BY JAMES A. BLISS, 


Visitor. Good morning, Doctor. Are you engaged at present? 

Doctor. Well, no, not just this moment. What can I do for you? 

V Well, Doctor, I have had some strange experiences lately; my friends are 
much exercised and I am nota little worried myself. I have been a sceptic in re- 
gard to Spiritualism; but lately a few friends of mine urged me to join them as 
they sat around the table, and I experienced some strange sensations. 

Dr. Well, I have a few moments I can spare just as well as not; just tell me 
how you were affected, and perhaps I can give you a little advice that my long ex- 
pe erience in developing mediums may make very valuable to you. 

FV. Ahl thank you. I hope I shall not weary you, or take up too much of your 
v: uable time. As we sat down to the table a few evenings ago and placed our 
hands upon it, it seemed ludicrous to me. There were large and small hands, all 
joined in a circle (to form a battery, suggested a lady by my side) and all the pecu- 
iarities of each individual were shown by the shape of the hands. A lady began 
to sing a familiar air, and we all joined in the chorus. In a few moments I felt a 
old breeze blowing over my hands, then I felt a prickling sensation from my finger 
tips to my elbows, then my right hand began to beat the table, and to save myself, 
could not stop it, for I tried hard enough to do it. One of my friends mildly sug- 
gested she was “impressed ” that I would become a fine writing medium. I said to 
her I thought it strange that I, such a sceptic, should become a medium. I took a 
pencil and paper from my pocket and all at once the pencil I held in my hand be- 
gan to make marks. The paper was entirely covered with these marks, and while 
they were unintelligible to me, I noticed there was a singular, uniform appearance 
to them. Soon the influence left my arm and went to my head. I felt as if it was ina 
vise; my breath became short, and great drops of perspiration stood out on my 
forehead. I felt as though I was drifting away from the circle, and although I was 
in a conscious condition, I had no power to prevent the sensation. In a few mo- 
ments I felt something like a hand placed upon my throat, and then my tongue 
was influenced and I was made to speak in a language I could not understand. 
Some present thought it was an Indian that was trying to speak through me. This 
lasted for about five minutes, and then I felt relieved of all this strange influence. 
Then it seemed to me that if I tried I could have prevented the whole thing from 
taking place. Now, what do you think of it, Doctor? Do you think I can become 

a medium ? 

By all means; you are a medium now, and I think all you need is a few pri- 
gs with a good Developing Medium, and you will become a fine subject 
to control. The cold breeze you felt upon your hands indicates that you 
physical power, ie, for rapping, tipping, and other electrical manifestations, 

pickling sensation“ was the magnetism of the circle that found in you a 
ery to operate upon, The motion of the hands was produced by spirits 
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that sought to use your hands to write their communications to their friends in the 
circle, Your scepticism was no barrier, unless you had set your will against the con- 
trolling spirits of the circle and sought to prevent the manifestations from taking 
place. In that case, in all probability, you would have found that the influence 
would have left you entirely. The marks produced upon the paper might have been 
produced by ancient spirits, and they might have been the first experimental mani- 
festations of spirits to get control of the hands for future work. If you will sub- 
mit the writing to a good psychometrist he will either interpret the writing, or, 
at any rate, explain what the spirits intended to write. If the characters were 
* Ancient" writings, you will do well to submit them to Dr. James Cooper, of 
Bellefontaine, Ohio, for he is one of the most reliable ancient writing interpreters 
in the world. He will sit especially for that writing and send you the result by mail. 
When the influence was felt in your head it is a sure sign that you would become a 
trance medium, If you ask how long it would be before you became entirely un- 
conscious, I must reply it is impossible to inform you. I am well aware the spirits 
prefer the entirely unconscious medium to speak through, but they are not always 
able to accomplish that feat in one sitting. It takes time and patience to develop 
any kind of mediumship, and the more you have of the latter the better the spirits 
will like you, It is not strange that you felt that you could have prevented the j 
manifestation if you had seen fit to do so. But let me warn you not to do it, for I 
have known many good mediums that have thus entirely destroyed their medium- 
ship. You should never trifle with the spirits, but on the contrary you should seek 
to make yourself as negative as possible to their influences, and when under 
control, you should seek to “become as clay in the hands of the potter," 
and leave the results with the controlling intelligences. You should always remem- 
ber that when you sit down to a table to become controlled by spirits, that in re- 
sponse to your request, hundreds of “the gone before” are by your side and that 
they are there for the express purpose of using you to communicate with their 
friends, The more negative you become to them the more positive and reliable 
will the manifestations of their. presence be given through you. 

V, Thank you, Doctor, for the information. Do you think I could develop fully if 
1 had a course of sittings with you? 

Dr. It seems as though I was advertising myself when I say to you: “ Yes, I 
would advise it," but never mind if it does. I am here as a developing medium, to 
assist spirits to control their mediums, and I propose to do all I can for them. I 
think a course of six sittings would give you an opportunity to judge of the progress 
you make; and if you were not satisfied you could then discontinue them. I surely 
advise you to have the sittings if itis possible. If you live too far away, then I 
would advise you to become a member of the N. D. C., and sit at home when that 
circle convenes, 

V. Strange, Doctor, that you believe it possible to transmit developing magnet- 
ism to great distances with any kind of effect upon the subject. 

Dr, Not so strange after you think the matter over. ‘Thousands of invalids 
have been cured of all kinds of diseases through magnetized letters, paper, and 
fabrics, Why is it not just as reasonable to assert that developing power be trans- 
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tted in the same manner? Another evidence is, that hundreds of persons have 
ed the experiment and have found out that it was true that mediums could be 
eveloped in this way. , 

When can I commence sitting with you, and how often ? 

Dr. Any time you see fit. One or two sittings a week will be enough to com- 
rence with. 

V. Ishall commence at once; but let me assure you, Doctor, that I do not want 
0 become a medium to make money out of it, but more for my own satisfaction 
han anything else. 

Dr. I would advise you to sit to become a medium, not for yourself, but for the 
sake of others around that are now living in ignorance of a life beyond this. Make 
E" mind to become the willing servant of the spirit-friends, and if they wish to 
se you they will provide a way for you. As for “making money," you will not be 
troubled with too much money, I assure you. You will find out if you are to be- 
come a medium for the spirit-world that you will be unfitted for other work and that 
you have a right to demand pay for your time. Yes, your fime / that investigators 
use while sitting with you. Spiritualists do not provide parsonages or churches for 
their mediums, and you will find that you will have to look out for yourself. So 
get over your sensitiveness upon the money question, and those who come to sce 
you will appreciate you better as a medium if you make it cost them something. 

V. Don't know but what you are right, after all. I shall give you a call early 
next week. Any charge for this information? 
Dr. Oh, no; remember I told you that I would give you this advice. If you 
want to sit with me, and thus take up my time, I assure you I shall charge you for it. 
V. Thanks, Good morning. 
Dr. Good morning. 


* WILLIAM S. ROBERTS. 


We propose to give this man a free advertisement in this number of Spirit Voices. 
His advertisement appears in the columns of the Banner of Light asa materializing 
medium of New York city. That his claim is a false one, we can prove by his own 
words under oath in the court room in Philadelphia, when he said there was no such 
thing as materialization, and that he carried clothes to represent different spirits next to 
his flesh underneath his shirt. He gave pretended exposures in one of Philadelphia's 
ei oem now claims to be a materialization medium. We hope our ex- 
es will assist us in letting daylight in upon his fraudulent pretensions to me- 

We stand ready to make affidavit to the above any time when called 


K Pr 


ied to note the success of Mr. James R. Cocke as a medium. He 
y us — one sitting as a musical medium, although it was claimed by 
l professors at that time that he had received many years’ 
to his development as a medium. Mr. Cocke at the 
and we believed him. 
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE. 


This Number of Sprrir Voices closes our first volume. After mature delib- 
eration we have decided to make the November and December numbers complete in 
one issue. Our reasons for so doing are as follows : 

rst. It is our desire to have our Volumes uniform in number of pages, thus,— 
32 X 12—384 pages per annum. 

2nd. We desire to issue our January number before January rst. 1886, and 
believe by issuing the double number we shall gain time. 

3rd. We desire, if possible, on and after January rst., to issue SPIRIT VOICES as a 
weekly paper, and we desire to know if our subscribers will stand by us financially so 
that we can make the change from a monthly to a weekly journal. 

We hope every member of the N. D. C. will be interested in this notice and give 
us their opinions as well as their renewal of subscriptions. 


James A. Briss, Publisher Spirit Voices. 


N. D. C. READING ROOM. 


he following notice has been sent to a few of our first-class publishers, and will 


explain itself. 
“ HEAD-QUARTERS NATIONAL DEVELOPING CIRCLE, 
718 Washington St., Boston, Oct. gth 1885. 


To the Publisher :— The N. D. C. of Boston has leased a fine suite of offices at 718 Washington St., Boston, 
Mass., and have fitted up one of them to be especially used as a FREE READING Room. We wish to have your 
publication upon our tables, and will, in return for the favor, solicit by judicious advertising and notices, subscrip- 
tions for the same. Hoping you will be favorably impressed with our offer, we remain truly yours, 

James A. Briss, Developing Medium, N. D. C. 
N. B. Address all publications * N. D. C. Reading Room," 718 Washington St., Boston, Mass." 


Our commencement may at present be small, but we hope in time to establish a 
Free Reading Room that will be second to none in the country. Nothing of a cheap, 
trashy nature will be allowed upon our tables, but works that are devoted to Science, 
Art, Education, Morality, Free Thought and Spiritual Enlightenment and develop- 
ment of man will always be welcome. The rooms will be open free to the public 
daily (except Sunday) from 9 A. M. to 5 P. M. 

Members of the N. D. C. are specially invited to make use of the rooms. 

Subscriptions received for all the publications found on our list. 

The following have responded to our request and are weekly or monthly repre- 
sented : 


MasoNic.— Masonic Token, The Freemason, Corner Stone, The Masonic Chronicle, Masonic Home Journal. 

Opp FrErrowsuiP.— The Companion and American Odd Fellow, The Odd Fellows’ Herald, The New Monthly, 
The Guide, Odd Fellows’ Advocate. : 

GRAND ARMY oF THE REPUBLIC.— Veterans’ Advocate, National Tribune, The Soldiers’ Friend, Grand Army 
Scout and Soldiers’ Mail, Grand Army Sentinel. 

KNicHTS oF PyrH1AS.— The Knight, The Knight’s Sword and Helmet, The Knights of Pythias Magazine. 

MISCELLANEOUS SOCIETY JouRNALs.— Camp News, American Mechanics’ Advocate, American Legion of 
Honor Journal, The Wampum Belt, Knights of Honor Reporter, Fraternal Record, The Brotherhood, St. 
George's Journal. 

SPIRITUALISTIC.— Spirit Voices, Banner of Light, New York Beacon Light, Golden Gate, The Word, The 
Rostrum, Light for Thinkers. 

MISCELLANEOTS.— Popular Sci 
The Naturalist in Florida, 


ce News, The Alpha, Woman's Exponent, The Art Union, Signs of the Times, 
e Future, Tidings from Nature, The Woman's Tribune, The Investigator, 


SPIRIT VOICES. 373 


The Laws of Life, The Worthington Advance, International Standard, Mind in Nature, The Bookmart, 
Dubuque Trade Journal, The Sociologist, The Altruist, Miscellaneous Notes and Queries, The Peace Maker, 
The Michigan Horticulturist, The Indicator, and American Analyist. - 


— These papers will confer a great favor upon us if they will announce in their col- 
- umns that their paper can be found on our tables and that we are duly authorized to 


receive subscriptions for the same. 


From the Spiritual Offering we quote the following pertinent paragraph fr6m a 


Boston letter written by that veteran exponent of our philosophy, Warren Chase : — 


I went to the grand spiritual Temple recently finished, and dedicated I suppose to 
the Lord, as one speaker said it was the Lord's house, as other churches are called 
in this pious city. We were informed that Christ would speak in it through a med- 
ium next Sunday evening, and at some future day without a medium as materializa- 
tion was to be completed there at some time in the near future. The services were 
almost exactly like those in many churches in the city, except the operatic singing, 

which was good of its kind, but the meeting, two hours long, closed by Old Hundred, 
sung in the old words, as directed by the spirit and sung by many in the large au- 
dience ; all were requested to join, but I did not, as I could not tune my voice to those 
words. It is a beautiful and costly temple, but I could not avoid thinking how 
strange it was that Jesus, who had no better place to speak in than I did when I be- 
gan to lecture on this philosophy, when I spoke in shops and even in a sheep pen, 
barns, and once in a blacksmith shop, should in returning (if he does) have waited 
for this earthly temple, and have so changed (according to the record) that he now 
was in full fellowship with the rich and their earthly temples. But strange events 
transpire, and it may be that these eventsmay convince me that such a person 
did live and was the Christ, or sixteenth crucified savior of mankind, of none of 
which events I had found the evidence before, or have yet; some things I know, and 
some I believe on evidence that is sufficient to convince me, and in others the evi- 
dence is “too thin," and as my belief is involuntary I cannot be justly blamed for 
not believing. I could not avoid thinking as I looked on and listened to these late 
and new converts running this grand temple, of the old poetical adage applied to 
learning, and which I change to Spiritualism, as follows : 


* A little Spiritualism is a dangerous thing, 
Drink deep or taste not this Pierian spring, 
Here shallow draughts intoxicate the brain 
But drinking largely sobers us again." 


It looked singular, to say the least, to see some dozen or more of the old pioneer 
speakers and workers in this cause sitting in the audience and listening to two nov- 
ices in the work, nearly an hour each, mostly glorifying God for the glorious temple, 
and his presence in the second person in the holy trinity, but they explained it by 
the scripture passage about the glorious gospel that was to be revealed to babes and 
sucklings, etc., so I saw the point. I am a learner, and there is much for me to 
learn yet, so I will keep on searching for new truths, and take them when they come, 
if I can recognize them ; but I do not recognize Jesus yet, perhaps I shall when he 
materializes, if he looks like the Catholic pictures of Him. 


The remarks of Bro. Chase are wholesome and timely. Those who have recently 


braced Spiritualism, in their own estimation know more of its teachings and the 
ius of the movement than those who have labored long in the field. The old 
thren are almost crowded off from our platform to make room for the new-fangled 
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notions of novices. But soon the old ship will right itself, and then much that now 
goes under the name of Spiritualism will be thrown overboard. 

We read in that excellent exponent of Spiritualism, Zigh¢ for Thinkers, of the in- 
auguration of Spiritualist Meetings in Atlanta, Georgia. During the month of Octo- 
ber most successful meetings have been. held in Good Templar’s Hall. G. W. 
Kates, the editor of above-mentioned paper gave the opening address of the season, 
and was followed by Miss Laida Brown, under spirit control. The hall was fairly 
crowded with earnest seekers after Spiritual truths, and the local papers gave ex- 
cellent notices of the meetings. We trust that these meetings so auspiciously in- 
augurated, will meet with continued favor, and that the mediums will be forth- 
coming to make them a financial success. The burden of carrying on our meetings 
should not rest upon a few, but should be shared by all who believe in our philoso- 
phy. 


PROTEST OF MRS. BESTE. 


An article in the Boston Herald of October 8, 1885, received by me on the 13th of 
the same month, gave a long account of a Seance held in Hartford on the evening 
of October 7, 1885, in which I was the medium. 

My visitto Hartford was to fulfill an engagement made with Mrs. James McManus, 
some months previously. It is unnecessary for me to mention the contents of the 
many letters sent by these parties, urging my visit. I had nodesire to see the place, 
went simply to fulfill an engagement. 

The Hera/d states that“ Mrs. McManus invited Mrs. Beste to Hartford, believing 
that most of the manifestations were fraudulent. Mrs. McManus also states that a 
place was secured for Mrs. Beste at the residence of Mrs. House on Trumball St. 
Mrs. McManus then joined with other ladies in arranging for (what she calls) the 
exposé. Mrs. House, with Miss Sadie Williams and Mrs. Wrisly, who reside with 
her, were in the plot, and watched the woman carefully during the day-time; they 
saw enough, as they thought, in her strange behavior to convince them that, while she 
was a good actress, she was at the same time a consummate fraud." Several seances 
(says Mrs. McManus) were held without interference; at the second seance two la- 
dies criticised the spirit voices, and the medium immediately closed the seance. 
(It was near eleven o'clock and time to close). “The ladies promptly joined Mrs. 
McManus " (so reads the Hera//) “in her project, and the exposé was arranged for 
last night." 

I will state, as correctly as possible, the particulars of an almost fa/a/ tragedy. 
On the occasion referred to, I entered rooms prepared for me. I do not remember 
feeling timid or uneasy; I was perfectly negative. 

The so-called sheeting was a narrow strip of cheese-cloth, covering a fine copper 
wire to be used instead of taking hold of hands (as is customary in seances). The 
joining of hands is sometimes very unpleasant to sitters ; so I made use of the cov- 
ered wire to avoid the contact of hands; the muslin was to protect the dedicate fin- 
gers of my sitters from contact with the wire. It seems to me any one with a grain 
of common sense could not attribute protection to the medium as a reason for this 
fragile arrangement. The room was crowded. 
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The sitters were arranged in three rows, Mrs. House at one end of the circle and 

her sister, Mrs. Wrisly, at the other. This was the front row. Mrs. House attended 
to the seating of her friends. I paid no attention to the kitchen door, though I knew 
it was closed to keep the heat from us, there being a warm place reserved (I sup- 
pose) for the two stalwart men secreted there. 
After arranging everything as on the previous evening, Mrs. House collected the 
money for the seats; I cannot tell how much, for I never received it. After seating 
myself in the cabinet, I soon went under control as I always do, and I have no idea 
as to the time I so continued. I was aroused by a great and horrible din; it seemed 
to me I was in the arms of great giants. I heard the words, “Jail! jail! fraud ! 
fraud ! Where do you get the voices? How do you make them?” Then I seemed to 
be sinking down, down, with great and horrible heads bending over me. I next re- 
member that some one placed a tumbler of brandy, or some other kind of liquid, to 
my lips and said, “ Drink! drink, quick!” I drained it, then I seemed to revive; but 
the tumult began again ; then I felt myself sink down, down; everything was growing 
dark, and more liquid was given me. I cannot tell what transpired after this until I 
was in the depot. 

I now say to the Spiritualists of America and elsewhere that I am a medium, as 
most of you have heard, for independent voices, both for singing and speaking; that 
in the past, before this alleged phase came, I gave seances in gas-/igh/, accounts of 
which have, from time time, been given by those who understood what they were 

writing about. 

I am entirely wzconscious while controlled, and know nothing of what takes place 
during these sittings. 1 have no voice (as friends of years’ standing can testify) ex- 
cept for singing some very simple air — am not what a sensible person would call a 
musician, I am nota linguist except under spirit control. I know nothing of the 
Boston mediums, except that I hear that their powers are perfectly marvelous; and I 
would in no way, were it in my power (and it is not), injure them or the work carried 
on in ways so strange and incomprehensible to mortal ways, by powers unseen, and 
likely to remain unknown until, in the great Hereafter, the mysteries of Z;/z shall 
be revealed. 

I have only to ask, first that all spiritualists, and others who have had experi- 
ence in spiritual laws as to the mode in which the phenomena are produced, to notice 
the mode adopted by my accusers to bring about the result they so much craved. 

* [ AM INNOCENT OF ANY FRAUD or of any action on my part with intent to deceive, 
and in my now normal condition, I disavow every word that is stated in what is said 
to be my sworn statement, as published in the“ Boston Herald," and I declare the 
signature appended thereto not to be the signature that I would have made if in full 
ossession of my faculties : therefore I make this renewed protest, and trust to many 


d my trust in them and in the hospitality of the city of Hartford as exten- 
through the party who beguiled me there. 


«o» 
subscribed to before me this 16th day of October 1885. 
Run ROBERT HUTCHINSON, Notary Public. 


T 


M. EUGENIE BESTE. 
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^T HET RUE KEY. 
^ MATT. XVI, 17 vs 


The Biddle of the American Spiritual Sphinx; or, The Lost Key” Found. 


Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, Occultists, Priests, Ministers, Patriots, and Men, Women and Children in every 
Nation upon Earth, are invited to solve this riddle. The true answer will bring to Earth Harmony and Everlasting Peace. 


(Corvricuten.) JAMES A. BLISS, 2 Medium. 


THE RIDDLE OF THE AMERICAN SPIRITUAL SPHINX. 


The Ancient Mythological Sphinx according to Zell’s Encyclopedia was “ A fab- 
ulous monster, said to have had the head and bust of a woman, a dog’s body, the 
wings of a bird, and the tail of a serpent. It was sent by Juno to punish the 
Thebans by propounding riddles to all passers by, and devouring all who were 
unable to interpret her enigmas. ÆMdipus, however, explained all her riddles, when the 
monster immediately flung herself into the sea and perished. The form of the so- 
called Egyptian Sphinx is that of a winged lion with a human head and bust, always 
in a lying attitude, whereas the Greek Sphinx is represented in any attitude which 
might suit the poet. THE EGYPTIAN FIGURES SEEM TO HAVE BEEN SET UP IN 
AVENUES FORMING APPROACHES TO THE GREAT TEMPLES.” The “ American Spirit- 
ual Sphinx” presents its riddle for all to solve who are searching for Truth. No 
doubt it will be a “stumbling block ” to those that are “ wise above what is written.” 
The riddle is presented to all with the best of intentions and its solution will bring 
to you knowledge of yourself as an individual and your relations to the Grand 
Architect of the Universe. This riddle you must solve for yourself and no two 
answers will be alike. Do Nor LOSE SIGHT or THE “ TRUE KEY” IN YOUR ATTEMPTS 
TO SOLVE IT. As helps to your own individual solution of it, I refer you to other 
solutions that have been given that can be found in Spirit Voices, April No., p. 143; 
a very fine solution by Mrs. W. H. Richmond ; also the editorial upon same on page 
142; also Mr. W. J. Colville's lecture upon page 117; also John Hall's solution in 
July No., SPrgIT Voices, page 247. Our solution of this grand riddle, which 
commenced in the September number of Spirit Voices, with the article found on p. 
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os, entitled Mediumship: the Key to the Kingdom of Heaven ;" the next was in 
ber number, entitled “Man; the visible manifestation of God in the Flesh,” 
und on page 342. 

We are well aware of the prejudice that exists against “signs,” “wonders” 
nd “mystery,” but we believe the signs given are simply helps to arrive at the 
jottom of the mystery of Life, and thus honestly present the Riddle to our readers 
nd the world for their solution. We will publish in Spretr Voices all solutions 
ent tous. Remember, it is not necessary that you should be strictly othodox as a 
Spiritualist to solve it. It is open to the whole world. 

Here is one sent us from across the water: 


od 58 TOXTETH Sr., DROYLSTON, MANCHESTER, ENG. 
Lo Editor “ Spirit Voices :" 

_Dear Sir,— Enclosed are some few words expressive of my conceptions of the 
N. D. C.’s Riddle, which you will please correct, and put to what use your best 
judament may dictate. 

__ That your labors may be crowned with success, is my earnest desire, as systematic 
development is very much needed. So many sensitive persons are constantly being 
ruined by irregular, promiscuous sittings, sitting at places which are detrimental to the 
higher development of spirit mediumship. I shall hail with gladness a summons to 
Cross the Atlantic Ocean, that I may have an opportunity of cultivating a personal 
acquaintance with so interested and noble a band of workers. 

Fraternally and Faithfully Yours, Tom Roscoe. 


ANOTHER RENDERING OF THE N. D. C. RIDDLE. 


IN ancient times, a promotion to a higher office, or an improvement in social posi- 
tion, was accompanied with a presentation of a key, which, in early times, usually 
took the form of a cross; hence to be in possession of a cross or key was an indica- 
tion of power, in some particular form. 

Therefore the priesthood have clung most tenaciously to the sign of the cross, or 
key, by which they claim to have the power to admit souls to heaven, or prevent 
them entering therein. 

This symbol speaks loudly of their prerogative in governing the inhabitants 
of the world, represented by the dark sphere surmounted by the cross, or key, which 
is above the dark sphere. The darkness of this sphere is a token of the ignorance 
and superstition which is supposed to prevail among the inhabitants of the dark 
sphere. The small white spot may be representative of a little true spiritual light 
among the inhabitants of the dark sphere, and will ultimately spread its waves of 
light to the outer circle of this dark sphere, when the cross will then fall from its now 

alse n to its true position, namely, to the under-side of the sphere, when the 
; will be dissipated, and the tyrannical power of the dogmatic priesthood 


sthe have ever opposed freedom of thought, and a cultivation of scien- 
tion into natural, physical and spiritual phenomena, which is derogative 
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THE FALSE: KEY. 2s 2 


"The Riddle of the American Spiritual Sphinx; or, The Lost Key” Found. 


Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of heme) Occultists, Priests, Ministers, Patriots, and Men, Women and Children in every 


is riddle, The true answer will bring to Earth Harmony and Everlasting Peace. 


Nation upon Earth, are invited to solve t 
JAMES A. BLISS, 2 Medium. 


(COPYRIGHTED) 


THE RIDDLE OF THE AMERICAN SPIRITUAL SPHINX. 


The Ancient Mythological Sphinx according to Zell's Encyclopedia was “ A fab- 
ulous monster, said to have had the head and bust of a woman, a dog's body, the 
wings of a bird, and the tail of a serpent. It was sent by Juno to punish the 
Thebans by propounding riddles to all passers by, and devouring all who were 
unable to interpret her enigmas. Ædipus, however, explained all her riddles, when the 
monster immediately flung herself into the sea and perished. The form of the so- 
called Egyptian Sphinx is that of a winged lion with a human head and bust, always 
in a lying attitude, whereas the Greek Sphinx is represented in any attitude which 
might suit the poet. THE EGYPTIAN FIGURES SEEM TO HAVE BEEN SET UP IN 
AVENUES FORMING APPROACHES TO THE GREAT TEMPLES,” The“ American Spirit- 
ual Sphinx” presents its riddle for all to solve who are searching for Truth. No 
doubt it will be a “stumbling block ” to those that are “ wise above what is written.” 
The riddle is presented to all with the best of intentions and its solution will bring 
to you knowledge of yourself as an individual and your relations to the Grand 
Architect of the Universe. This riddle you must solve for yourself and no two 
answers will be alike. Do Nor LOSE SIGHT oF THE “ TRUE KEY” IN YOUR ATTEMPTS 
TO SOLVE IT, As helps to your own individual solution of it, I refer you to other 
solutions that have been given that can be found in Sprrir Voices, April No., p. 143; 
a very fine solution by Mrs, W. H. Richmond ; also the editorial upon same on page 
142; also Mr. W. J. Colville's lecture upon page 117; also John Hall's solution in 
July No, Sprrir Voices, page 247. Our solution of this grand riddle, which 
€ Em in the September number of Srrrir Voices, with the article found on p. 
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"entitled * Mediumship: the Key to the Kingdom of Heaven ;” the next was in 
ober number, entitled Man; the visible manifestation of God in the Flesh," 
d on page 342. 

le are well aware of the prejudice that exists against “signs,” “wonders” 
| “mystery,” but we believe the signs given are simply helps to arrive at the 
fom of the mystery of Life, and thus honestly present the Riddle to our readers 
i the world for their solution. We will publish in Sprrtr Voices all solutions 
nt tous. Remember, it is not necessary that you should be strictly othodox as a 
iritualist to solve it. It is open to the whole world, 

Here is one sent us from across the water: 


m 58 ToxrETH Sr. DRovLsroN, MANCHESTER, ENG. 
9 Editor ** Spirit Voices :” 
AR SrR,— Enclosed are some few words expressive of my conceptions of the 
C.'s Riddle, which you will please correct, and put to what use your best 
nent may dictate. i 
That your labors may be crowned with success, is my earnest desire, as systematic 
evelopment is very much needed. So many sensitive persons are constantly being 
Mined by irregular, promiscuous sittings, sitting at places which are detrimental to the 
her development of spirit mediumship. I shall hail with gladness a summons to 
S the Atlantic Ocean, that I may have an opportunity of cultivating a personal 


acquaintance with so interested and noble a band of workers. 
Fraternally and Faithfully Yours, Tom Roscoe, 


ANOTHER RENDERING OF THE N. D. C. RIDDLE. 


__ IN ancient times, a promotion to a higher office, or an improvement in social posi- 
tion, was accompanied with a presentation of a key, which, in early times, usually 
took the form of a cross; hence to be in possession of a cross or key was an indica- 
tion of power, in some particular form. 
Therefore the priesthood have clung most tenaciously to the sign of the cross, or 
key, by which they claim to have the power to admit souls to heaven, or prevent 
them entering therein. ier 
This symbol speaks loudly of their prerogative in governing the inhabitants 
of the world, represented by the dark sphere surmounted by the cross, or key, which 
is above the dark sphere. The darkness of this sphere is a token of the ignorance 
on which is supposed to prevail among the inhabitants of the dark 
all white spot may be representative of a little true spiritual light 
tants of the dark sphere, and will ultimately spread its waves of 
of this dark sphere, when the cross will then fall from its now 
e position, namely, to the under-side of the sphere, when the 


have ever opposed freedom of thought, and a cultivation of scien- 
nto natural, physical and spiritual phenomena, which is derogative 
potency. 

e may be the symbol of the universe, or the earth's inhabitants, 
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which shows rays of light and darkness, indicating the true position, or condition, 
of the inhabitants, some having a little more light (shown by the light rays) or knowl- 
ledge, while others are not so well enlightened, as shown by the dark rays. These 
inhabitants are to be enlightened by the influence of the N. D. C., which is to touch 
the outer and the inner limits of these dark and light rays. 

The three links of chain placed upon a position of the rayed circle, shows the 
power of the priestly tyranny over portions of the people represented by the partially 
enlightened and the ignorant, as shown by the dark and lighter rays. The axe in the 
position of severing those links, may reasonably be symbolical of spiritual medium- 
ship destroying the dogmatic tyranny of the priest by opening men’s minds to their 
true relationship to the divine Fatherhood of God. This is indicated by the mag- 
netic rays of light emanating from the axe, as it is in the act of seperating the links, 

The sign of the square in the light inner circle, may point out the universal fra- 
ternal relations of men and women of all nations,—the square always being a token 
of brotherhood. ` 

The compass may be interpreted as a sign of the influence of true mediumship 
giving the requisite conditions of gaining knowledge of science, thus showing that 
mediumship will give the key whereby the ignorant may become possessed of that 
knowledge which will bring man to the conscious and incontrovertible relationship 
with Deity. 

The eye, in the centre of the five pointed star, may indicate the never sleeping 
power of the almighty spiritual power, which, being set in the five pointed, or radi- 
ated star, indicates the government of the earth sphere, by the power of spirit, seeing 
that the number five is an old sign of government. 

When this is fulfilled then shall we have arrived at the grand climax, as is shown 
by the light sphere, being raised above the cross, when the inhabitants of the earth 
are ruled by love, the attribute of the eternal Father God, as shown by the sign of 
Venus. . Tow Roscok. 


MAGNETIZED WATCHES. — Some very curious things concerning watches come un- 
der a watchmaker's observation at times. I remember a lady who used to bring me 
her watch sometimes as often as once a week — it was either too fast or too slow with 
her; while it hung up in the shop it ran as steady as the state house clock. I studied 
with that watch, and one day I came across something in an English horological 
magazine that opened my eyes. It was simply a little item saying that sometimes 
delicately-adjusted watches were affected by the temperament of their wearers — af- 
fected by personal magnetism. The whole thing flashed upon me in a moment. 
The waman's watch was affected by herself. I found out that she was of a highly 
nervous temperament, but would at times suffer from attacks of despondency. The 
watch only recorded her temperament. When she was vivacious it went fast, but 
when she was in a low mood it went slow. Very often it is impossible to regulate a 
watch for some men by keeping the timepiece in the shop. "There is some physical 
peculiarity about the man ; it may be his gait, his temperament, or an excess of bod- 
ily electricity. In these cases I let the man wear the watch continually, and then 
regulate it to his peculiarities, Bodily electricity is very marked in certain persons. 
oem a young watchmaker in whom it became so strong that he was obliged to 
k ive up that branch of the trade because it was found that he magnetized the del- 
|... jcate hair-springs. "— Boston Commonwealth. 
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Spinit Message Department. 


Capt. MATT Crary, Controlling Spirit. Epwin H. Briss, Spirit Amanuensis. 
James A. Briss, Medium. 


[By request of the spirit-band of the N. D. C., this department has been added to our maga- 
azine. The communications are given while our medium is in a deeply entranced, unconscious 
condition, and he must not be held responsible for the truth or falsity they contain.]—Ep. 


CATHCART TAYLOR. 


Like every square man, I am willing to admit when I am convinced that I am 
wrong. I opposed mediums when I was in the form, first, because I thought they were 
frauds ; second, because I was paid by my employers to do it. I became convinced 
before I left the mortal form that the first reason was incorrect, and that the second 
was no excuse to offer for my outrageous conduct. I fought against the medium I 
am now glad to control, and did my best to imprison him. I failed because he was 
in the right of it while I was all wrong. I never fully recovered from the remorse of , 
conscience my acts produced, and when I fully realized the wrong I had done him, 
I could not rest nights. I wanted to go to him and make bare the vile scheme that 
I had been a party to ruin him, an innocent man. I heard voices around me every 
time I tried to go to sleep. They said to me that I must make right that wrong. I 
refused to do so from sheer moral cowardice, and, as a relief from that terrible con- 
dition, I in a moment of time blew my brains out. I find in spirit there is no way 
out of this condition unless I come back, and through him make these matters right. 
I fully confess that I knew before I passed away that he was innocent of all attempts 
to produce spirit manifestations by fraudulent means. I wish now I had gone to 
him like a man and told him this before I left the form. I advise Lou and Phil to 
come out like men and help me make this wrong right before they come here. It 
wil be easier. Lou and Harrison cut the hole in the floor themselves, and they 
know it. I knew it after the trial, but not before. My employers were not in the 
dark in regard to these doings. Come out like a man, Lou, and tell the truth and 
you will feel better about it, I assure you. Good night. 


PETER GANNON. 


It is now years since I entered upon my life as a spirit. I know I was condemned 
by many persons because I hastened my departure. I do not propose to defend my- 


TuNIE DENSMORE. 


FRIENDS. Father Densmore informs me that some of you would be pleased 
| Iam here for that purpose. I want to send just one word to 
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“West Ingle.” We have not forgotten her kind assistance when we were in the 
Voice Band, and we assure her that our power in spirit is not broken even if our 
“Voice” is now silent. When father came here with us, we lost the great magnet that 
held us together as a spirit band, and consequently, the “Voice” began to pine away 
and die. Auntie Sprague did her best to keep it alive, and we say God bless her for 
it; but when it got out into selfish hands that thought to make it a paying thing, 
then it could not stand such harsh treatment, and of course died. We do not con- 
demn any one — O, no. A child that is adopted by another is not like an own child, 
and we could not expect any one to love the “ Voice” as father and his guides did. 
We are still at work, but we do miss our paper and the means to communicate to 


mortals. Good-bye. TUNIE. 


ADAH Isaacs MENKEN. 


How little this world knows of the inner life of mortals. Persons 


Good evening. 
I was 


are judged by the outward appearance, and how often mistakes are made. 
judged as a person that lived for nothing but notoriety; but I assure you that was 
a great mistake. 

I was a medium and a very sensitive one at that, and I was operated upon by 
the psychological power of spirits in the mortal form as much as I was by those out 
of it. I lived an independent life and defied the world to interfere with my actions. 
I was a spiritualist long before I passed through the change called death, and knew 
for a fact that I should return to earth life and communicate with my friends. You 
may think from what people say of my record that my whole life was that of gaiety, 
but I assure you that you make a mistake. I many times would sit down alone, and 
then the hollowness of my life would be so terribly demonstrated to me that I would 
rush away into the whirl and excitement of life to drown my meditations. I find 
that life in my spirit home gives me plenty of opportunites to change my conditions, 
and I cannot say that I am very unhappy. I find much that I can do to assist others 
to progress out of their darkened conditions, and I find as often as I assist others I 
progress myself. I feel that if mortals would be more willing to give spirits the 
credit of improvement over their former earthly conditions and surroundings, that 
they would not be so troubled with fear of obsessing spirits. I know that I have 
not stood still in spirit since my entrance to this life; on the contrary I have moved 
steadily onward, getting rid of many of my old earthly conditions that once made 
people think I was an unprincipled woman. ADAH Isaacs MENKEN. 


Mary STEARNS. 


* Aunt Mary Stearns” accepts the invitation to use this opportunity to say a few 
words to her friends. I have watched with great interest the spread of Spiritualism in 
Boston since I left my mortal body. It has made rapid strides, but it grieves me not 
to see more harmony of action among the different bodies of spiritualists. Why is 
it not possible for all to lay aside their differences of opinion once in a while and 
come together at least once a year, and have a grand meeting or convention as we 
did in days past. I only hint at this and hope the leaders of the different meetings 
held in Boston will take the matter into consideration. I think the best time would 
be when the Ladies Aid Society have their Memorial Sunday. Then all can meet 

ther and have a social reunion. I am still laboring for you all, and I assure you 


that * Aunt Mary” will never do aught to intefere with the harmony of all. God bless 
you. “ AUNT" Mary STEARNS. 


MOTHER MCCARTY. 


Well, good evening. God bless ye. Now, Mr. Bliss, I want to have you write my 
message in good English, and not be particular to spell the words as if I was Irish. 
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‘I am glad to come, for I have a great respect for Captain Clary, and I think while 
such a fine gentleman as he will take pains to take charge of this department of the 
magazine, that we as spirits should assist him. I am glad to know Mrs. Batchelder 
has consented to be editor, or whatever you call it. She is a good, pure woman, and 
will be an honor to it. I am glad I shall soon be able to speak for myself in Mrs. 
Bliss’ seances, and I assure you that I shall always try to heal all the differences 
between people, rather than to aggravate them, as it seems now to be a rule among 
mortals. I always brought Patrick up that way, and sure he is an honor to his 
mother. Well, I'll not stay to stop others from coming, so I'll bid ye all good bye. 
God bless ye. Mrs. McCarty. 


N. D. C. DEBT $367.15 


What can you do towards liquidating the debt upon our movement? We pledge 
a collection from the Boston N. D. C. of $20.00 towards it, Can your circle do 
something in this direction? Never mind if the amount is small and if you are only 
individual to send it. Send it as soon as possible. We pledge ourselves not to 
“beg” again if you will aid in squaring this account. Do all you can for us and at 
once. All contributions will be acknowledged in Spirit Voices as fast as received. 


WHAT DOES THIS MEAN ?— The following advertisement appeared in the Banner 
of Light, October 31st: 

2e working Union of Progressive Spiritualists. — A reunion of the members and 
friends of this society will be held at the Ladies’ Aid Parlors, 1031 Washington Street, 


Boston, Monday evening, November 2nd, at 7.30 o'clock. All friends of the Har- 
monial Spiritual Progression are invited to be present. 


* Per order the Secretary." 

If we are not greatly mistaken, this society, of which M. S. Ayer, of * M. S. Ayer 
Temple " fame, was president, laid the corner stone of the M. S. Ayer Temple and 
were presented with the new grand temple by that gentleman. Why is it that the 
society are compelled to go outside and hire a hall to hold a reunion when so many 
vacant rooms are to be found in the Temple? Things are getting mixed, decidedly, 
and we wish somebody would straighten them out for us. If we are not mistaken, 
the society known as * The Working Union of Progressive Spiritualists” was incor- 
porated under the laws of this State, with Mr. M. S. Ayer as president? If The 
Working Union of Progressive Spiritualists " is not connected with the * M. S. Ayer 
Temple,” then please inform us what is the legal name of the society that now occu- 
pies the “ M. S. Ayer Temple?" The reason we ask these questions is that the so- 
ciety known as “ The Working Union of Progressive Spiritualists” was originated 
and organized in our seance room, and we are trying to keep track of its wanderings 
since it left that place. 


d “ go west.” 


SPIRIT VOICES. 


382 
...... EEE 
AMONG OUR WORKERS. 


Dering the month of October we were very busy 12 Vermont We were at Bellows Falis mati fe 
goth, and Dr. Amsden beid several seances at Mr. C. L. Bowen’s anc Mr. Alden E Lambs These 
were very rr We aise bad several pateesss zt this place D ijectured zt Tysoe tbe nu 
Dr. Amia held saos zc Mr A F. Hebbards the toch, imèb zad ich He also bad mam 
patients xt this plaoe; fer Owe Gays all of hus Gme was takem. The igh another: seance 2t Coc 
willie, and the 15th I ected = Mz Holir. The s6ch a seamce at Shrewsberr, and che 17th and Mh, 
emesa Mr. A. E Mimmo at Briol The rth Iziso lececd im tbe ciezant aew tows ball 
beme a imge and mest rr A&er ler rer for ome werk De 
Ams old bome zt Wader . respeced bri 
whe know chem; and, aitbonch ther bold io the Methodist Gh, are vers respecte! toward ofer 
Sum of beled We ezjewed e . ím « Bo, 
amig there at macht, and we con 2sszrt all oux readers that we were giad Once more i0 be mmo amr 


re State zier a der mamis e. 

Mes. C L Bowes of Bellows . 2s 2a es medum She bas newem 
takes aor lessees ciber m paming cr oe, zm pet ender £In$nence c6 her gmc execneé iniy 
nol ais Om desk 35 erzuumecne! . ths ladr s comeing 
munes to She Dr. and mE Ome i 2 bongor of pansies, and the otber 2 Gee of elo 
mos and bods Both we vay bezrtrri and pommse me for the imere 

We cip he olive Som She Loc Angzies = , Ocoee Tb: 

“Mc. Recmond, Se pemcgal morer m the Repmoed Hord scheme) zt Somi FF and faes 

= emn i 


XH — , ,, and , and Mrs Gilet her 
Fun... ef Leben zad is bere . 
maíimesmrans = harme sone Shore wees i opez Tis fami tend spencunr Che wer 
zm Las Agris, and z: peset eve rooms 2f Zhe Hollenbeck Block” 

We know Ger al of cur readers wil he pleased 10 know. One wj(ne-z:5eounz Œ chest oel—nes works 
mar came. Mos Dumat i an aie exponent c£ om piuicecnür and MD) ioc marr rears bas 

beer Preset of The New Bawpshee Soe AÁssocumnum c Sgurxzn2hen We since hope Gt | 
fhe babes ar of Smiem Caünariza wu completes resur The beak cé M Doar, and bat he i 
wal tum te ns m She sg R and ready ze ever m Che pest 10 lbe fm fe 
advancement of Sgu-zmahem Mes Gibert i a mox coibwed smeer and a pric lad. We hope 
met her = om summer gabe: amier ma. We bope he emre amir vil kave a met 
pleaser vme 

Mr. and Mes. Amie Jackson Dars bare taken coos Æ 45 Clacznüor St. Boston and world be . 
Qleased 10 secevwe calis pressiona. U is 2 mos wonderin szer. The works choot he 
kms women. wil ewer scant æ 2 lesing ume of che pew spree! d 

E.C Mils i - ren Hie shouid be kept we besr al of Ss fume. 
is ames & Saem, Comer Co. Nebraska. 
r Denier me as fiios- She Gh Matiihead Mas; 13h 
Amesüurr, Mass. xx and oth, Ponien RL Hsañies & 2 Lowel Sc. Manise NE 
4 


Tux New Toaz Tarra Saxxzz (55 Cim Place) for Oc 77 gens fne Editor's Repost of Ge 
Wart m Compress X dc t M cR, Olan, Cuius qi 


Um beng ames AM mak urmmg manm im 
E be W. E Peu (Omer acticies me, + E 1 Ee 


2885. SPIRIT VOICES. 252 


OUR LETTER-BOX. 
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te SWIFT-ARROW.* 


[Poem read at Queen City Park, Burlington, Vt., at the Benefit Entertainment tendered by the Association to 
k Mr. Joseph D. Stiles, of Weymouth, Mass., by his friend, Dr. H. B. STORER, of Boston.] 


5 When clouds are dense, and all the heavens above us 
Seem a black vault, from which the night comes down 
f To wrap the earth in sombre shades of sadness, 
* And symbol only God's eternal frown ; 
p Our paths are darkened as the day-time glory 
l Fadeth from mountain, valley, stream and lake,— 
| And creeping slowly, all our way uncertain, 
We cling to earth for very safety's sake. 
But when at length the clouds are slowly lifted, 
And thro’ a rift the bright-eyed stars shine out, 
Our feet, once more in paths of safety guided, 
Bring us away from darkness and from doubt. 


* Swift-Arrows " fall from out the star-lit spaces, 
Unto the night a softened splendor brings; 

While from the gloom of myriad darkened places, 
A radiant light from shore and lake upsprings. 

So to the saddened hearts of mourning mortals, 
When clouds of grief shut out the lights of heaven, 

The way seems dark, and night obscures the portals 
Of that bright world, from whence all help is given. 


* Swift-arrow,” then, withdraws the sable curtain 
That hides the Immortals from our mortal sight, 
Revealing to us glorious constellations 
Of living souls, radiant in spirit-light. 
Then from the darkened minds and sombre-hearts 
Responsive gleams of bright-winged hopes arise, 
And sweet affections glow with old-time fervor 
Towards soul companions in the upper skies. 


Along the confines of the spheres immortal 

We walk in twilight, while the star-eyed host 
Calmly come forth in still-increasing beauty, 

To greet with welcome those who need them most ; 
And sprinkled far beyond our human seeing, 

The constellations of the blest stretch on, 
The numberless - the glorified — the mighty — 

Who in all time from this our world have gone. 


Blessed are they who bring unto our knowledge 
The living presence of this countless throng,— 
The spirit-messengers and mortal mediums 
Who bring us gladness for our evening song. 


The Indian control of Mr. J. D. Stiles. 
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ARBITRATION. 


10. To advocate that all wars shall cease, and that a// quarrels shall be settled by arbitration ; and 
that *as ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even so to them," should be the rule to guide 
us in all our work upon earth.—OnJECTS NATIONAL DEVELOPING CIRCLE.. 


We clip the following from Zhe Peace-Maker, and endorse every word it contains: 


We live in an age of general activity and restlessness. This is true in every de- 
partment of human endeavor. In the last two decades more discoveries have been 
made in the scientific world than during any period of centuries in the mediaval ages. 
In every direction, the race, stimulated by new impulses and led by original and inva- 
sive minds, is casting aside the bondage of the past, loosing the fetters of tradition 
and asserting the inalienable birthright of freedom in personal opinion. We may 
call this general impulse in the endeavor to throw aside all that the race has re- 
ceived from mere authority, a revolution, an uprising and revolt against the rule — 
nay, quite the tyranny or bad rule of the past. 

It is said that * revolutions never go backward." If this is true, and then if they 
widen in their sweep, the revolution that has now commenced in the world must be 
very far-reaching in the sweep of its final practical results. Not only must the 
thoughts of the race be revolutionized, but its institutions must as well. The politics, 
the civil institutions, the state, the civilization, must each feel the new power, yield 
to the impulse, and become conformed in its nature to the spirit of the new endeavor. 

According to the laws involved, the effect of the overturnings will be the greatest 
and most marked where the authority of tradition has been most powerful and un- 
questioned. And no one will probably question that this has been in the direction 
of war, civil law and theology. And so the revolt will in the final sweep be more de- 
structive to these than to those things which have stood less specifically on mere au- 
thority and tradition. 

In relation to law, it is well known that there is a wide-spread distrust and dissat- 
isfaction amongst the people. The delay in the courts, the heavy costs incurred, the 
uncertainty of the law as derived from the obscurity of precedents and decisions 
founded not in reason and right, but in some party or state policy; the machinery 
and technicalities of the law, the unreliable character of the action of juries — in 
fact, their total incompetency and unfitness for the duties involved, owing to want of 
mental and moral training, together with the known cunning and trickery of the bar, 
and the influence certain members of the bar may exert over the minds of judges,— 
have generated almost universal distrust in the civil courts, causing the people to 
look about for some more speedy, certain and satisfactory method of settling the un- 
fortunate disputes and differences which arise if the very imperfect state of our 
society and civilization. And in the condition of general dissatisfaction, the tenden- 
cy of the age is to look to arbitration as a substitute for the courts of civil law. 

Of course, arbitrators will have the finiteness and infirmity of human nature; but 
they can be freed from the embarrassments which hinder the courts by the force of 
mere precedent and the authority of very conflicting decisions. The courts have 
never aimed, startling as the idea may be, to make their decisions conform to exact 
equity and morai right; but have in numerous instances disregarded these, to pursue 
some local and temporary expediency. Then the decision reached became authority 
as a precedent, when applied to facts dissimilar in character; and this state of things 
has gone on till the general dissatisfaction mentioned above now prevails in the bet- 
ter circles of the public mind. 

Now, if courts of arbitration should become prevalent, there would be many impor- 
tant advantages over the civil courts, now almost wholly guided by technical rules 
and the precedents of decisions. Among these advantages may be named: 

1. All arbitrary technical rules will be totally disregarded, considered as means of 
delay, or as means of reaching decisions. 

2. Laying aside these arbitrary rules, the sole purpose would be to do exact justice 
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and equity to all the parties in interest, uninfluenced by decisions made upon a dif- 
ferent state of facts and made to meet some supposed policy of the time. 

3. The delays which are often so disastrous in these civil courts, which, in many 
instances, are so corrupting to public morals. 

4. Much of the millions given annually to attorneys could be saved to the people. 
There are about fifty thousand attorneys in the United States. If each one, on an 
average, makes annually $1,000, the cost to the people, in this respect, is $50,000,000. 

5. In many instances, the differing parties meeting béfore the arbitrators and talk- 
ing over their differences in an amicable spirit, will come to terms of settlement, even 
without arbitration. And thus the people would learn forbearance and thoughtful- 
ness, and the general tone of society would be elevated. 

6. 'The spirit and manner of the arbitrators in settling differences would cause 
b. persons to think over the rights of others as well as to think of their own supposed 

rights, thus begetting in the public mind a spirit of conciliation, and not a spirit of 
_ contention, tending to strife and litigation, And the thoughtful reader can pursue 
the subject and find more advantages in arbitration over litigation. Jae Wi 


Ix the January number of Spixir Vorczs we shall publish a finely written article 
from the pen of Prof. W. L. Thompson, entitled “Some Recollections of a Mining 
Camp in Nevada.” We are pleased to inform our readers that Prof. Thompson will 
shortly become one of our regular contributors, and we are certain his contributions 
will be appreciated by our members. 


: Victor Huco says, in the Annales Politiques et Litterairies : “ The butterfly is the 
E. caterpillar transformed, but it is still so much the caterpillar that every part of the 
creeping creature is, on examination, found in the winged creature: yet so complete 
is the transformation that, to appearance, it is a new creature. So, in our life be- 
yond the grave, we shall not be bodiless spirits: such a term conveys no form to be 
n reasoned upon. What could a life be without organs of life? What is a personal- 
ity without form defining and fixing it? We shall probably have another body, ra- 


diant, divine, and, so to speak, a@spiritual transformation of our earthly body.“ — 
L. Spiritisme. 


SPIRIT VOICES A MAGNETIZED MAGAZINE. 


Mr. EpnrrOR.—In October number of Spirir Voices, there is a short item in regard to SPIRIT 
Voices being a magnetized paper. Allow me to say that Spirit VOICES zs magnetized, and strongly ' 
too, I caught it up this morning and took off the wrapper, and as I held it in my hands a Hill ran 

f through my frame like an electric shock. Whoever takes SPIRIT Voices in their hand for five min- 
lr leb, and does not get a shock from the spirit forces around him, or her, is not in a proper condition 
: tore cieve messages from the spini yatia; but ee does receive said shock or feel the least un- 


re other r publications. that ^ magnetized, rd none compare with SPIRIT VOICES. If a 
" x does not 1 at once let him sit a/oze when it is quiet and 
í ay attention to what he is reading, and to nothing else, 
aproachable to, N po es 
h St, 1 
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BELIVDERE SEMINARY.—We take great pleasure in recommending the Belvidere Seminary to all 
parents in search of a liberal school for their children. Those who have this institution in charge 
need your assistance. Sectarianism would crush it out if possible. Liberals should give it their 
patronage. We would call the attention of all our readers to its circular printed below: — 


This institution, established in 1867, is located at Belvidere, Warren County, New Jersey, twelve 
miles from Delaware Water Gap. The following are some of the advantages offered its students : 
It is most favorably located in regard to healthfulness of climate and beauty of surroundings. It is 
easy of access by railway, being only three hours ride from New York and Philadelphia. Its build. 
ings are attractive, and situated on an eminence overlooking a broad and picturesque extent of 
country. It offers to every student home comforts, with the highest moral and social influences, 
Jt is entirely unsectarian. In government it is in general opposed to the law of force, discountenances 
all unkind criticism, idle gossiping and all uncharitableness, aiming to establish, by the most humane 
means, that degree of self-respect among its pupils, which is the foundation of the wisest self-con- 
trol. Especial attention is paid to the health of pupils, and their physical culture is promoted by a 
course of training in light gymnastic exercises or more vigorous out-door sports. Moral lessons, 
illustrated by the examples of noble men and women, whose lives of purity and loving service to 
mankind have enriched the world, are freqently given, The best result of a school education is a 
capacity for self-support and self-culture, moral and intellectual. To this result, the excitements 
and frivolities of the aay are opposed. The Principals earnestly ask the co-operation of Parents, in 
i resisting them for their children. Pupils can take a full course of four years, or an elective course of 
two, receiving therefor a diploma, The school year is divided into two sessions of twenty weeks 
each, beginning the third Monday in September and closing the third week in June. 

TERMS For BOARDING Pupits,— Board and Tuition in English, per annum $250.00; Music, 
with use of Piano, ¢40.00; Ancient and Modern Languages, each $40.00; Drawing and Painting 
$40,00; Board for Visitors $1.00 per day, for Summer Boarders $5.00 per week and upwards. 

Washing (limited to one dozen pieces per week), fuel and lights included in the above charges. 
Pupils will furnish the usual table appointments, also pillow cases, sheets and towels, Bills are 
payable quarterly in advance. Domestic Department: All the regular students will board in the in- 
stitution, and will aid in some of the lighter domestic work of the family. They will also take a 
practical part in systematic house-keeping, including the important art of cooking. 


THE GLEANERS, an organization composed of the young people of the Methodist church, had 
their first social entertainment of the season, in the church vestries last evening. ETUR 
the stormy condition of the weather there was a very large attendance of the members of the parish 
and their friends. The evening's entertainment was of a very superior kind. ‘There were three 
tableaus, * Moonmaid," “Sick Child” and * Game of Life." The Italian quartette discoursed some 
very beautiful music, which is highly spoken of. Supper, during the evening, was participated in by 
all those present, and was under the management of Samuel Meserve, who has no superior in such 
cases. There were ice cream, candy, fruit and flower tables, under the management of the following 
ladies: Ice Cream table, Miss Fannie Grant; Flower Pagoda, Miss Carrie Meserve and Miss Lettie 
Shapleigh ; Candy table, Misses Minnie Morrill and Ida Foot. Miss Annie M. Bliss was general 
superintendent. Those ladies to whom was assigned the responsible portion of the work are to be 
congratulated on the success attending the whole affair. 


The above was clipped from a Dover, N. H., paper. The President of “The Gleaners” is our 
eldest and loved daughter. She is in her seventeenth year, and has commenced her public work 
young. May she ever be appreciated in her labors. 
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they produce and of the work they perform. "This isespecially true of the central figure of this group. 
his picture, hanging side by side with prominent journalists, religious, political and foreign, will probably attract 
more attention than those famous editorial writers, because there is hardly a person who walks the street, who 
has not either used some of the remedies manufactured by these men, or had their interest stimulated in the 
gentlemen themselves by the record made by their remedies among personal friends. This picture is sent out 
with the compliments of Mr. H. H. Warner, who, besides having won such distinguished fame as the manufacturer 
of * Warner's Safe Cure,” is well known as the founder of the “ Warner Astronomical Observatory," Rochester, 
N. Y., and the * Warner Astronomical Prizes," for cometary discovery, so eagerly sought for by astronomers all 
over the world. Mr. Warner is a self-made man, and those who know him best say that the success which he has 
won thus early in life (he being at present not over 45 years of age), is in all respects eminently deserved, for he is 
a man of very broad views and wide-extended liberality. 


TESTIMONIALS OF THE MARVELOUS CURATIVE POWER OF 


BLACKFOOT’S MAGNETIZED PAPER. 
1 VARNA, N. Y., Nov. 2, 1885. 


Dr. Briss. Dear Sir,—I sent to you six years ago for magnetized paper for my sister, who had 
been stricken with Paralysis. She could not rest day or night. I sent for those papers and we were 
truly surprised at the result. She rested well nights after we used them and lived five years. Now, 
I have a neighbor who is sick, very nervous, does not rest much, sort of general debility. His wife 
is also anxious to try your paper. Mrs. E. M. PURIGA. 


PROSPECT PARK, Ill., Oct. 3, 1885. 


Bro. Briss. Dear Sir, —nclosed find funds for another supply of Blackfoot’s Magnetized Paper. 
Think it is doing the child much good. Mrs. HENRY JONES. 


CHEWLAH, Wash. Territory. 


. Dr. James A. Brrss.—Please find inclosed 50 cts. for more magnetized papers. I am very much 
improved by the use of those others. 
Yours respectfully, Mrs. RHODA STORY. 


OTISFIELD, Maine, Nov. 8th 1885. 


DR. Briss.— I will now tell you some of the cures your Magnetized Paper has done for me. I had 
a lame arm. It commenced to be lame one year ago last summer between the elbow and the shoul- 
` der. It seemed to bein the bone. Itried three or four different kinds of oils, liniments, and as 
many kinds of bitters. None or them did me any good. I could not lift it up to my head for over 
eight months. I used your paper on it three or four weeks last spring, and it entirely cured it so it 
has beeu just as well this summer as ever it was, and I have worked hard all summer on a farm and 
my arm isall right. I have been trimming apple trees for two days in succession. It is my right 
arm that I use my saw in, so you can understand it is perfectly cured. I pruned over three hundred 
trees, very hard ones at that, as they had not been pruned for quite a while. I have also cured one 
compaint that I have not seen advertised to cure, and that is corns. I cured five on my feet, pretty 
sore ones, by two or three applications, and my sister's that she had for years. I use it for all aches 
and pains and find it the best thing I have ever found. If you want to use my name to advertise it 
you can. If people doubt the truth, tell them to write to me at Otisfield, Maine. 
a Yours, A. MCNEAL. 


West GLOUCESTER, Mass., Oct. 31, 1885. 

Dr. Buss. Dear Sir, —I send you $1.00 for another lot of “Dr. Blackfoot's Magnetized Paper. 

I THINK THE DOZEN I HAD BEFORE DID ME MORE GOOD THAN ALL THE MEDICINES I HAVE 
TAKEN FOR TEN _ Yours respectfully, Mrs. A. S. HANSON. 
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WEBSTER 


In various Styles or binding, witu and 
without Patent Index. 


OF THE WORLD, 
Countries, Cities, Towns, and Natural Feat- 
ures of every part of t part of the Globe. 
Biographical Dictionary. 
THE andard in Gov't Printing Office. 
Sale 20 to 1 of any other series. 
BEST Holiday Gift 
and at every Fireside. 

G. & C. MERRIAM & CO., Pub’rs, Springfield, Mass. 
Inspirational Lecturer and Psychometrist, 
is at liberty to accept engagements for public lectures 
cipal towns of Yorkshire and Lancashire, England, has 
good range of subjects and speaks with clearness and 
rostrum, but often giving the audience the choice of the 
subject. For particulars address T. ROSCOE, care of 
HELLE ChE AT 
rr PAPER 


A NEW PRONOUNCING 
Containing over 25,000 Titles, deac ribinz the 
GET Webster—it has 118 ,000 Words, 
3000 Engravings, anda New 
32,000 copies in Public Schools. 
It is an invaluable companion in y S School, 
SEL EIS S/S) Sera 
on Sundays. He has spoken several times in the prin- 
power, sometimes choosing the subject on entering the 
Colby & Rich, Bosworth Street, Boston, Mass. 
OF THE WEST. 


The only First-Class FIVE CENT Story Paper in 
the United States. 


THE 


CHICAGO LEDGER. 


ISSUED EVERY SATURDAY. 


Only $1.50 per year. Send two letter Postage Stamps 
for pr Office of publication, 


* 278 FRANKLIN STREET, CHICAGO, ILL. 
E. D. BLAKEMAN, 
THREE RIVERS, MICHIGAN, 


: teach how to proceed to devolop 
dee dle gift or faculty of 
y \LEIDOSCOPIC VISION. 


1.0 2 cent stamps. For full par- 


pect peng A 


DR. JAMES A. BLISS, 


DEVELOPING MEDIUM 
NATIONAL DEVELOPING CIRCLE. 


Private sittings for Development of all phases 
of Mediumship daily from 9 A. M.to 5 P. M. 
Terms $1.00 per sitting. 


No. 718 Washington St., 
Bostos, Mass. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
VTT James FE Bliss, 
DEVELOPING MEDIUM, N D. C. 


Cabinet size. Sent by mail upon receipt of 20 cents 
in 1 or 2 cent stamps. Address, Jamss A. Bliss, 718 
Washington St., Boston, Mass. 


To Test and Healing Mediums. 


I have offices to let for private sittings at N. D. C. 
Headquarters, also a room suituable to hold Tests or 
Materializing Seances. For terms, address James A. 
Bliss, 718 Washington St., Boston. 


THE CARRIER DOVE. 


“ Behold, I bring you glad tidings of great 
joy.” 

The * Carrier Dove” is a fine 12-page monthly jour- 
nal, dev ed to Spiritualism and Reform. Edited and 
published by Mrs. J. SCHLESINGER, 854 1-2 Broadway, 
Oakland, California. 

Each number contains the Portrait and Sketch of 
Mediumistic Experience of some Prominent Medium 
of the Pacific Coast. Also a Lecture by Mrs. E. L. 
Watson or some other of our talented speakers. Sub- 
scription price $1.00 per year. 


The pioneer Spiritual journal of the South, 
published in Atlanta, Ga., by A. C. Ladd. Geo. 
W. Kates, Editor. 

Terms $1.50 per annum. 

75 cts. per six months. 
40 LII LII three LL 

Trial subscription, 15 cts. per two months. 

Specimen copies free. 

Address as above, Drawer 39. 


A. C. LADp, Pub'r. G. W. KATES, Editor. 
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may be found on 


DR. YORK'S 
Positive Blood Purifier! 


This is not a patent medicine, but a doxa-fide spirit prescription, given by Dr. J. H. 
York, through the mediumship of Dr. James A. Bliss. It has been used by thousands of 
invalids that have failed to find relief in other so-called remedies. It will not cause ugly 
eruptions to appear upon the surface of the body, but will positively expel all impurities 
from the blood (no matter how long standing) in a perfectly natural manner. It acts mildly 
upon the bowels, and is a sure cure for Piles and Costiveness. 


You should always have it in the house, as it will “keep an length of 
time in any climate. 


Thousands of testimonials could be given of its absolute power to cure all blood 
diseases, but a few will suffice. Remember if there is poison in the blood, it is liable 
at any time to become active, and then it may terminate in the dreaded cancer, tumor, or 
consumption. Attend to this matter without delay, and you may save yourself years of 
terrible suffering. 


Price, post-paid, 50 cts. per box, or three boxes for $1.00. 
^as Dr. JAMES A. BLISS, 


718 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 


BLOOD PURIFIER TESTIMONIALS. 


Spencer, Ohio, STAMFORD, Conn. 
Mr, Jas. A. Briss: Enclosed find $1 for three boxes of Mr. Jas. A. Briss: Enclosed find $1.00, for which please 
Dr. York's Positive Blood Purifier, It is doing my general | send me three boxes of Dr. York's Positive Blood Purifier. 
health much good, and I hope will eventually curé me, so I | Have used three boxes, and think it helped my daughter, 


can say I am well, Yours respectfully, who has not been as well since she stopped using it. 
Mrs. H. J. FosTER. Yours truly; Mrs. Henry THURSTON. 
FRANKFORT, Kentucky. Copper Crrv, Cal. 


„A. Briss: I have seen the advertisement of your | Jas, A. Br1ss — Dear Sir : I see that you are still sell- 
Blood Purifier; also heard it highly spoken of by Mrs, | ing Dr. York's Positive Blood Purifier for 50 cts. per box. I 
Belle R. Shannon of this place, who has successfully used it, | think it is a good policy to keep the price down until its 
and I wish to give it a trial for Erysipelas and Catarrh of the | merits are more generally known. I have found it to bea 


head, I enclose $4.00 for 12 boxes, most excellent Spring medicine, Hie dest I have ever known. 
Mrs. J. C. JILISox. It:otoaly purifies the blood, but it produces a generall 
healiny, vigorous tone to the whole system. I Pelle 

NonTH Leverett, Mass, could introduce the sale of the Purifier to this part of the 

Mr. Jas. A. Briss: You will find $1.00 enclosed for three | country as soon as its merits were known. I think there 
boxes more of Dr. York's Positive Blood Purifier. My | would bea great demand for it. H. C. McCLuRE. 

brother is certain it is helping him. 

' HANNAH S. Duprey. NORTHBRIDGE, Mass. 

— un Jas. A. Briss — Dear Sir: Y enclose $1,00 for Black- 

CHESTERFIELD, Mass. foot's Magnetized Paper. The last you sent me I sent to 


Mr, Briss— Sir: Please send me three boxes of Dr. | England. I am using the Blood Purifier and I derive great 
York's Positive Blood Purifier, I have taken one box, and | benefit from it. Your well wisher, Mrs. MAV SMITH, 


like it much, Respectfully, Mrs. Mary E. PELTIER, j 
ANNISQUAM, Mass. 
CouNcir Brurrs, Iowa. Jas. A. Bites — Dear Sir: A lady friend of mine de- 


, Buss: I enclose $5.00 for fifteen boxes of Blood | sires me to say that Dr. York's Positive Blood Purifier 
lor. I had three boxes, and I think it an excellent | worked like a charm in her case, She suffered terribly with 
the cold, but now feels warm, The Purifier has done her 


M 
Puri 
for the blood. Y ctfull 
pur 2 ke E. W. BURNHAM, much good, ABBIE S. Dorr. 


